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“For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven aga‘nst all ungodliness and unrighteousness ot 
men, who hold the truth ‘n unrighteousness.’’—Rom. 1: 18. 

The term “wrath of God” is commonly used in the Scriptures to denote not mere 
ly the displeasure of God, but that displeasure manifested in the punishment ot 
transgressors, e. g.,in the subsequent chapter of this epistle, the apostle says, “to 
them that are contentious and do not obey the truth, but obey unrighteousness, 
God will render “indignation and wrath, tribulation and anguish, upon every soul of 
man that doeth evil, of the Jew first, and also of the Gentile,” vs. 8,9. So also in 
Matt. 3: 7,—“Flee from the wrath to come.” In these passages the reference evi- 
dently is to the displeasure of God manifested in punishing the sinner. See also 
Rom. 5:9, Eph 5:6, Col. 3:6, 1 Thes.1:10 and 5:9. The declaration of the 
text, therefore, is, that God has revealed from heaven that He will punish all un 
godliness and unrighteousness of men. The terms ungodliness and unrighteousness 
seem to refer to the two tables of the law; ungodliness denoting more especially 
transgressions against God, and unrighteousness more especially transgressions 
Both these terms, however, are often used with a wider signification 


against men. 
to include all kinds of transgressions of the law. 

The apostle further gives the reason why God will thus punish men, namely, that 
“they hold the truth in unrighteousness ;” that is, they know the truth, while they 
practise unrighteousness. This he proceeds forthwith to show. ; 

As the question would at once arise, Can this punishment be just upon the heathen, 
who have not been favored with a written revelation ?—he declares, in verses 19 and 
20, that God has revealed Himself to them in the works of creation so clearly, that 
they not only may, but do obtain some knowledge of Him, “even of his eternal pow- 
er and Godhead, so that they are without excuse.” For after obtaining a knowledge 
of God, they did not make a proper use of it; neither were they thankful; neither 
did they glorify God as God, but became vain in their imaginations ; and thus their 
foolish heart became darkened, and God gave them up to uncleanness, vs, 21-27. 
And not only so; he throws still further light upon the subject, by pointing out the 
radical cause of this their darkness and wickedness, in that they “did not like to re- 
tain God in their knowledge ;” therefore God gave them up to a reprobate mind, to 
do all manner of wickedness, vs. 28-31. 

3 


THE 
No. 2. 


34 The Inexcusableness of the Heathen. [ February, 


The character here delineated by the apostle is familiar to our own of servation. 
How often have we seen persons who have been religiously trained plunging into 
pleasure and sin to stifle convictions, hush the voice of conscience, and, if possible, 
efface their religious impressions, because they did not like to retain God in their 
knowledge. Now the apostle declares that human nature is the same in the heathen. 
The knowledge of God which they had, which God had shown unto them, they did 
not like to retain, and therefore betook themselves to vain imaginings, making to 
themselves gods—as the Israelites at [loreb—more after their own liking. 

But the apostle does not leave the subject here. He declares distinctly (v. 32), 
that in the midst of all their sinful practices they “knew the judgment of God, that 
those who do such things are worthy of death; yet they not only did those things, 
but delighted in those who did them.” It is clear, therefore, savs he, that without a 
written revelation “they are a law unto themselves, which show the work of the law 
written in their hearts, their consciences also bearing witness, and their thoughts (or 
reasonings) the meanwhile accusing or else excusing one another. Now the “work 
of the law,"—that which the law does—is to manifest the will or mind of God. 
This knowledge of the mind of God is manifest in them, their consciences showing 
it, accusing or excusing, according to their actions (chap. 2: 15). 

Lastly, to put the question beyond all doubt, the apostle leads us on to the day of 
judgment, when the eternal state of all men will be determined, cach according to 
his individual character ;—and_ he solemnly declares that then, “unto them who are 
contentious, and do not obey the truth, but obey unrighteousness, God will render 
indignation and wrath, tribulation and anguish upon every soul of man that doeth 
evil, of the Jew first, and also of the Gentile,” that is of the heathen ; for that is the 
meaning of the term Gentile. 

There can be no doubt, therefore, what the apostle intended to teach by the words 
of the text. He declares that it is revealed from heaven that God will punish here- 
after, as well as in this world, all the wickedness of men, whether Jews or heathen ; 
that is, whether they have been favored with a written revelation or have been left 
only to the light of nature; and the reason which he assigns for this purpose of God 
is that in all their unrighteousness they “hold the truth,” or, in other words, they know 
their daty, but they do it not. 

Now let us bear in mind that the apostle, in this argument, has the double claim 
to be heard; first, that he was inspired by the Holy Ghost to teach the true doc- 
trine on this subject; and secondly, that he had the best opportunity of forming a 
correct judgment from actual observation of heathen character. He was the apostle 
of the Gentiles (Rom. 1: 13), called and set apart especially by the Holy Ghost to 
preach the gospel to the heathen. (Acts 13; 2, 22:21, 26:17, Gal. 1:15, 16,2: 
8.) In this capacity he labored and travelled extensively among them for many 
years. And as his specific object in going among them was to turn them from their 
vain idols unto God, his constant intercourse and habitual reasonings with them on 
religious subjects enabled him to speak with the utmost confidence, both of their 
daily lives and of the moral and religious light and knowledge which they possessed. 
He therefore emphatically “spoke what he knew and testified of what he had seen.’ 
Let us not, therefore, think lightly of what he has taught on this momentous subject. 

Let us now apply the doctrine of the text to the heathen of this country, and 
more especially to the Burmans, as their religion most extensively prevails. And 
my object will be to bring forward some illustrations of the apostle’s words as appli- 
cable to them, that “they hold the truth in unrighteousness.” 

I will not take up time in enlarging on the sinful practices common among 
them, simply referring to the apostle’s description of heathen morals in the first 
chapter of this epistle as generally true of them; and taking it for granted that the 
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fact of their living in habitual violations of the Ten Commandments, far beyond what 
is usual in Christian countries, will not be seriously questioned. I propose rather to 
dwell on those points which illustrate their inexcusableness, and for the reason as- 
signed by the apostle,—that they know better. 

This will appear by considering their prevailing ideas on two points, God and the 
moral law. 

1. Their ideas of God. 

The Burmese undoubtedly have many wrong ideas of God. For they are Buddh- 
ists ;* believing that God is not eternal; that there have already been as many gods 
as the sands on the sea-shore, each of whom existed for a definite period and then 
passed away; that there may be as many more hereafter, each continuing for a sea- 
son, and in their turn passing away ; that since the beginning of the world, as we be- 
hold it, there have been four gods,—Kou-ka-thau, Gau-no-gong, Kat-tha-ba and Gau- 
dama, and that another, Aree-ma-da-yah, is yet to come before this world shall end. 
They believe, too, that all the gods who have already appeared were originally men, 
and severally attained to divinity by sedulous endeavors to keep the law; and only 
after ages of successive transmigrations, during which they atoned for their sins by 
suffering to the utmost extent the demands of the law. They believe, too, that after 
attaining to the divinity through such suffering, and the accumulation of merit and 
growth in moral virtue, they did not, even in the state of deity, exercise any govern- 
ment over the world, they themselves being subject to the laws of the universe; and 
that after continuing their appointed periods, they died and passed into absolute 
nothing, so that now they have no existence whatever, body nor spirit, in any part 
of the boundless universe. Though they now worship Gaudama, the last Buddha, 
who is supposed to have appeared in India about the time of the prophet Daniel, 
they do not expect any good from him (seeing he is annihilated), yet they hope, in 
some way, unknown to them, they will be rewarded for their pious acts by some im- 
mutable law of the universe. Hence, they make images of their god and worship 
them, saying that homage paid to the image is equivalent to homage paid to the god 
whom it represents—the universal plea of idolatry in all ages and in all forms. 

In these, and in numerous other particulars, the ideas of the Burmese respecting 
God are evidently wrong, and do not at first sight seem to illustrate their inexcus- 
ableness; for they are undoubtedly sincere in their worship. But let it be observed 
how these gods from the human state attained to the divinity. It was by keeping 

*Buddhism took its rise about six hundred years before Christ in Central India, where the an- 
tiquarian still finds ample prcof of its former prevalence. It was banished from India by the 
brahmins, but still prevails in Ceylon, and has spread itself over Burmah, Siam, Coch.nia, China, 
Tartary and Japan. It is also, in a modified form, the religion of Thibet, the Grand Lama being 
a sort of demi-Buddha. In China it is somewhat corrupted by Shamanism; and in Burmah, es- 
pecially among the Peguan part of the population, by nat worship, from both of which Buddhism, 
in its original purity, is quite distinct. The system of Confucius also prevails to some extent in 
China; but the popular religion is the same as in the ne‘ghboring nations,—Foe or Fuh being 
the Chinese pronunciation of the Pali Buddha. 

When the populousness of the regions where this system of religion flourishes is considered, 
some conception may be formed of its great prevalence; and by taking the usual estimate of 
other religions for data, we may arrive at still more definite conclusions. The four prevailing 
systems of religion now in the world are, Christianity in its different forms, Mohammedanism, 
Brahminism and Buddhism. These comprise about nine-tenths of the one thousand millions, at 
which the population of the earth is estimated; the residue, exclusive of ten millions of Jews, 
being made up of wild nomatic tribes and isolated islanders, with various local superstitions, 
but with no settled form of religion. Protestant Christians are estimated at sixty-five millions; 
the Roman Catholic, Greekgand Armenian churches, collectively, at one hundred and eighty-five 
milli ns; Mohammedans, ‘at one hundred and forty mi lions; Brahminists, nearly one hundred 
millions; and Buddhists probably number above four hundred millions. 
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the law and suffering for their sins. Keeping the law, then, is in their estimation 
supremely meritorious ; and even so meritorious, that thereby a sinful man may be- 
come God! It is clear, too, that they both know the law, and believe in the possibil- 
ity of man’s keeping it. For Gaudama was originally just as bad as other men; 
and inasmuch as, from that state, he attained to the divinity, he is held up as an ex- 
ample for imitation to all; as he himself is said to have taught, “If you would be as 
I am, you must do as I have done.” 

Let us note, therefore, this idea, which the Burmese have of God, that He is a 
good being ; that is, a being whose character is in perfect conformity to the law ; for 
it was only after Gaudama had attained that perfect conformity, having subdued all 
his sinful propensities, that he was recognized as God. In their estimation, there- 
fore, God is perfectly good, and therefore an enemy to all sin. 

Farther, the Burmese distinctly ascribe to Gaudama three infinite attributes, 
namely, infinite knowledge, infinite power and infinite benevolence. And _ these at- 
tributes, moreover, are described as having been obtained as the reward of his obe- 
dience to the law. And, indeed, there is no language that they can employ, which 
is considered too exalted, whereby to represent the excellence of the law, and the 
rewards of keeping it. 

It is manifest, therefore, that notwithstanding the idolatry of the Burmese, they 
have some correct ideas of God; as, that He is the greatest and best of beings ; pos- 
sessed of infinite attributes ; perfectly conformed to the law; an enemy of all sin, 
and worthy of the devout homage of men. When they sin, therefore, they act in 
opposition to their own convictions of right, and therefore “hold the truth in unright- 
eousness.” For much “that may be known of God is manifest in them; for God 
hath showed it to them.” 

This will appear yet more manifest by considering, 

2. Their ideas of moral law. 

In the system of Buddhism, moral law is supreme and of absolute authority. In 
Christianity God is supreme, and law emanates from Him. In Buddhism law is first, 
and God is but a man risen to deity by keeping the law and suffering for its viola- 
tion. 

Buddhists not only acknowledge a distinction bet ween actions as right or wrong, but 
believe, also, that there is a necessary connection between good actions and rewards, 
and wrong actions and punishments. Accordingly, Gaudama is represented as speci- 
fying, with great minuteness, what actions are good and what rewards will follow 
them ; and what actions are wrong, and what punishments will follow them. And 
this connection they regard as indissoluble, no power in the universe being competent 
to sever it; Gaudama himself, even in the state of deity, being subject to it. For his 
death was but the direct consequence of some sin committed in one of his transmi- 
grations before becoming God. “As the cart-wheel follows the feet of the ox which 
draws it, so certainly follow rewards and punishments on moral actions,” is the fa- 
miliar figure by which this subject is illustrated in their books. 

These rewards and punishments follow either in this life or in the future world. 
All the happiness now enjoyed by men is the immediate reward of their good actions 
done either in this or in previous states of being; so, also, their present unhappiness 
is punishment for sin committed, either in this world or formerly. All the cireum- 
stances, therefore, of their present lives, prosperous or adverse, are the necessary and 
inevitable result of their own actions; and as necessarily and inevitably, all the fu- 
ture will be determined by the same causes; and they are destined to pass through 
innumerable states of being. 

In regard to the future world, Buddhists believe that there are numerous heavens, of 
different degrees of happiness and excellence, to which the good will be admitted 
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according to the measure of their virtue, or the merit of their works; and on the 
other hand, there are numerous hells for the punishment of the more heinous sins, 
while the lesser must be atoned for by passing into various forms of brutes, according 
to their guilt. As it respects the mode of torment awaiting the wicked, the imagi- 
nation has been put to the utmost stretch to devise those punishments which, by 
their terribleness, might be most effectual to deter men from sin. Hunger and thirst, 
—the most intense and insatiable,—burning in flames, sawn asunder, the body lac- 
erated in the most brutal manner, or confined in the most excruciating postures, run 
through with red-hot spits, and tossed about on pitch-forks,—the sport of evil de- 
mons; these, and such like modes of torment, are familiar to Buddhists, and are fre- 
quently represented in painting in their religious festivals. 

Neither are they wanting in the strongest figures to describe the duration of future 
punishment. It is not, indeed, represented as absolutely eternal for all sins,—most 
being cancelled by certain definite periods of punishment, while for others, no inten- 
sity and no duration of punishment are considered adequate to cancel them. In 
general, ages cf punishment are prescribed, Gaudama having passed through ages of 
suffering before his sins were cancelled, and he attained to divinity, and finally to 
annihilation. One of the figures by which it is common to describe an age, or world- 
period, is to suppose a rock twelve miles in length, twelve in breadth and twelve in 
height, visited periodically by some celestial being, and rubbed with a little cotton 
The time which would be consumed in wearing away such a rock by such friction, it 
is said, designates a world-period. Yet through unnumbered worlds must the pun- 
ishment of sin be borne. 

But enough has been said to show that Buddhists have some definite ideas of the 
benefits of keeping the law and the danger of violating it. Let us only for a mo- 
ment glance at the law itself. 

There are five great commands which are in everybody's mouth, and on every wor- 
ship day are made prominent in the religious services, the priest repeating and all 
the congregation responding together. These are: 

“1, Thou shalt not kill. 

“2. Thou shalt not steal. 

*3. Thou shalt not lie. 

“4. Thou shalt not commit adultery. 

“5. Thou shalt not drink intoxicating liquors.” 

These commands are understood to apply to all persons without exception, and are 
so explained as to be very comprehensive in their meaning. They are not, however, 
considered as asummary of duty, as they prescribe nothing with regard toGod. The 
novitiates and priests, also, who aim at higher attainments in virtue, prescribe to 
themselves the Eight Commands and the Ten Commands. And yet more numerous 
precepts, applicable to all the relations of social life, are specified in their books, and 
explained and urged often with the greatest propriety and force. 

But I will add no more. The Burmese evidently have a knowledge of moral law. 
They not only claim that knowledge, but pride themselves on it, and would be of- 
fended at the suggestion that they are too ignorant to be punished for their sins in 
the world to come. They would indignantly repel such an intimation, their books 
stigmatizing such ignorant persons as brutes. However much therefore some per- 
sons may be inclined to apologize for them, we have seen that they do not apologize 
for themselves, but admit that a just retribution awaits them hereafter. When they 
sin, therefore, it is manifest that they “hold the truth in their unrighteousness,” and 
therefore are “without excuse.” 

But there are two things in their religious views which specially call for our com- 
miseration. The highest reward, to which they look forward as the ultimate result 
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of all their endeavors after virtue, is annihilation—an absolute cessation from exist- 
ence. For they say existence is inseparable from evil. To be rid of all evil, there- 
fore, they labor and pray for annihilation. And this indeed is better than to lie down 
in everlasting sorrow. 

The other thing, on account of which we should yet more pity them, is that they 
are ignorant of the possibility of forgiveness. We have seen that their theory of 
the law being before and above God forbids it. There is no possible escape from 
sin. It must be suffered out. By the gospel we know that this is not so. Shall we 
not acquaint them with the fact ? 

In view of what has been presented, several practical thoughts we may take home 
to ourselves. 

1. We see the perishing condition of the heathen. The apostle in the first place 
announces the momentous fact, that the wrath of God is revealed against all ungod- 
liness and unrighteousness of men; and assigns as a reason of this Divine purpose, 
that men in their unrighteousness know the will of God, but do it not. And we 
have endeavored to illustrate the apostle’s words by bringing forward facts respect- 
ing the Burmese among whom we are living. Facts of the same character might 
easily be brought forward with regard to other races and other religions besides 
Buddhism. But these facts are only illustrations still. ‘That which we have chiefly 
to regard is the great fact that God has revealed his purpose on this subject. He 
knows the character of the heathen, and He bas revealed to us what the just prin- 
ciples of his government demand that He shall do in respect to them, namely, that 
his wrath should be visited upon them for their sins. From this purpose there is no 
appeal. Continuing and dying, therefore, as they are, they are lost forever. 

In reflecting on this subject it is very important that we clearly distinguish be- 
tween ignorance of the law and ignorance of the gospel. The heathen are indeed 
ignorant of the gospel; but we have seen that they are not ignorant of the law. 
Now it is not the gospel, but the law, which acquaints us with our duty toGod. The 
gospel is a special provision of pardon and salvation made for those who have broken 
the law, and are therefore exposed to its penalty. As the heathen are acquainted 
with the law of God, and yet have not kept it, their guilt is clearly determined, 
though they never may hear of the provision of pardon which has been made for 
them. For what advocate would think of pleading in behalf of a criminal undergo- 
ing his trial, that, although he clearly is guilty of breaking the statute, knowingly 
and deliberately, nevertheless, inasmuch as he was ignorant of the fact that pardon 
is possible for such an offence, therefore it would be unjust to condemn him? Yet 
this is just the reasoning of those who contend that the heathen shall not perish be- 
cause they are ignorant of the gospel. Such reasoning is clearly confounding the 
law with the gospel. Let us, then, make the distinction, and remember that the hea- 
then will be judged and their final eternal state determined by the law, and not by 
the gospel. It is only those who have heard and have rejected or slighted the gos- 
pel who shall be judged by that. 

2. Let us recognize our duty with respect to the heathen. 

This duty is based on two grounds, sympathy and the command of Christ. 

We know the remedy which God has graciously provided for our ruined world ; 
that in Christ Jesus may be obtained forgiveness and eternal life, and that this pro- 
vision of salvation is made for the whole race. [low can we reconcile it to our con- 
sciences, then, to sit down at our ease to enjoy the blessings of the gospel, as though 
they were provided for ourselves only, and make no effort to communicate them to 
our brethren of the human family, that they might share these benefits as well as 
ourselves? What would be thought of a man possessed in abundance of a sovereign 
remedy for the pestilence, which was spreading death and desolation all around him, 
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yet concerned himself not to use it, except for himself and his immediate relatives ? 
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Yet such is the conduct of those, only incomparably worse, who, provided with the 
gospel, are satisfied to be saved by it themselves, and make no effort for the perish- 


ing heathen. 


But how much is the guilt of such conduct aggravated, when it is remembered 
that those who are saved by the gospel are intrusted with it, as stewards for dispens- 
ing it to all the race, by the special command of the benevolent Saviour in his last 


commission, “Go ye into all the world and preach the gospel to every creature ! 


If benevolence and compassion to our fellowmen supply not motives sufficient to 
lead us to special efforts in behalf of the heathen, surely a regard to the authority 
of Christ, the Great Deliverer, and a solemn sense of responsibility to Him for the 
faithful exercise of our stewardship, and gratitude for the salvation experienced at 


his hand, ought to move us to do allin our power for the fulfilment of his will. 


BASSEIN MISSION. 


LETTER FROM REV. J. L. DOUGLASS. 


Youth Receiving Education. 


Bassein, Sept. 3, 1866.—I received a 
letter a few days since, on my return to 
Bassein from a tour among the large 
towns and villages in the nditbern part 
of this province, saying that the Blockley 
Sabbath Schocl and Missionary Society 
had just sent to the treasurer in Boston 
fifty dollars, to be forwarded to me for 
the support and education of a Burman 
boy. There is an orphan boy now in 
the school here, thirteen years of age, 
whom I will place to their account and 
give him the name they furnish. He has 
not yet been baptized, but for some 
weeks has manifested an interest in his 
soul’s welfare, and last Saturday at our 
weekly meeting, which I have for con- 
versation and prayer with any of the 
Sabbath school children who may wish 
to meet me, he expressed the hope that 
God had forgiven his sins and given him 
a new heart. He is an interesting, pro- 
mising boy ; and I hope that through the 
grace of God and his blessing on the aid 
furnished him, and the prayers that are 
offered for him, he will yet become an 
eflicient laborer in winning souls to 
Christ. 

There are two other boys here in the 
school who are receiving support from 
America—Geo. Mowton, who is receiv- 
ing aid from the Sabbath school of the 
Treverton church, and Samuel G. Hop- 
kins, who is supported by the Sabbath 


school of the 1st Baptist church in West 
Philadelphia. These boys both show a 
faithful, Christian spirit, are making good 
progress in their studies, and give reason 
to hope that they will become useful la- 
borers. Ihave a great desire to see a 
class of Burman boys and young men, 
who have talent and who give evidence 
of piety, placed in a position where they 
can obtain an education; that a class of 
native preachers may be raised up who 
will not only “show themselves approved 
unto God, but workmen that need not to 
be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of 
truth.” 


Can Uneducated Men Learn Theology? 


In an American paper of June 26th 
there is an article, in which the writer 
criticizes the idea of “freedmen” who 
cannot read and spell correctly, studying 
theology. For any one to be giving 
theological instruction to men of such 
limited literary attainments may produce 
exclamation pointsin the mind of *Ebed ;” 
but every Burman missionary in Burmah 
is giving instruction in theology to na- 
tive preachers who cannot write and 
spell correctly the instruction they re- 
ceive. There are but few Burman 
preachers in Barmah who have sufficient 
literary attainment to read and spell cor- 
rectly. ‘The Karen apostle,” Ko-thah- 
byu, had not. Many of the pioneer Bap- 
tist ministers in New York and Pennsyl- 
vania had not; but those men had phys- 
ical and intellectual strength; their 
strong passions and impetuous natures 
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were subdued, governed and guided by 
the grace of God; they studied theolo- 
gy, and they knew how to preach it; 
and, though few of them could have 
written out and spelled correctly a re- 
port of their labors, yet God abundantly 
blessed their labors, souls were con- 
verted, churches planted, the way pre- 
pared and necessity produced for the es- 
tablishment of such institutions as Ham- 
ilton, Rochester and Lewisburg, that 
ministers might in intelligence keep in 
advance of the people. 

Just so, a class of efficient, but uncul- 
tivated, men here in Burmah are doing 
a pioneer work,—a work that mission- 
aries know how toaypreciate ; and friends 
in America who are now so liberally aid- 
ing these men, may be assured that in 
most cases their money is wisely appro- 
priated. But we must provide for the 
future. I was glad to see in the Report 
that at the last meeting of the Mission- 
ary Union a plan was matured, and a 
liberal donation made, for the establish- 
ment of a school where these boys may 
continue their studies, and be fitted not 
only to preach, but to prepare a Chris- 
tian and scientific literature for their 
people. 

Hopes Disappointed. 

Both the preachers and disciples much 
need instruction, especially Bible instruc- 
tion, that they may have strength for the 
trying positions in which they are often 
placed. Persons in America cannot un- 
derstand what it usually costs a Burman 
to make and sustain a Christian profes- 
sion, and especially the difficulties that 
the native preachers have to encounter. 
Most of them endure hard treatment as 
good soldiers, and unflinckingly contend 
for the truth; but occasionally one falls 
out by the way. One, Shway Oung, a 
mar of good character and fair ability, a 
year since began to labor as acolporteur 
and preacher, and through br. Crawley 
has been aided by brethren in Nova 
Scotia. The past six months he had 
studied and travelled with me, and when 
in Bassein has, with the other preachers 
who were studying, spent two hours each 


day distributing tracts and preaching 
from house to house. He made rapid 
progress in his studies, and I hoped would 
become an efficient worker ; but he came 
to me recently and said that he would re- 
ceive no more money from America, and 
did not wish in future to be called a 
preacher ; that he would try and main- 
tain and show a Christian spirit and char- 
acter, but that the Burmans would often 
so bitingly and scornfully deride him 
when he attempted to preach to them, 
that he could not control his temper or 
endure it longer, and would again engage 
in business. I do not think that the aid 
and instruction he has received have 
been thrown away; but he has disap- 
pointed our hopes, as well as the expec- 
tations of those who have assisted him. 


Character of Native Converts. 


No doubt, missionaries at times in 
speaking and writing of native preach- 
ers and converts, of their interest in 
them, and the efficient, invaluable work 
that many of them are doing, have con- 
veyed a wrong impression, and led per- 
sons at home to suppose that they abound 
in superior excellencies, and are to mis- 
sionaries a source of uninterrupted satis- 
faction and joy. It is far otherwise. 
The instruction and guidance of the 
preachers and disciples is to missionaries 
a constant cause of care and anxiety, and 
frequently do they disappoint their hopes 
and give them sad hearts. In no one 
church are they better than a correspond- 
ing number of members in churches at 
home. But at this we should not won- 
der, but should rather, considering what 
they have been and the influences that 
surround them, wonder that any of them 
are as good as they are. 


The Bright and Dark Side. 

I baptized two Burmans yesterday ; 
and there are others who give us some 
reason to hope that ere long they will, 
constrained by love to Christ, publicly 
declare their faith and trustin Him ; but 
in this we may be disappointed. Again 
and again persons under deep remorse 
on account of sin have listened to the 
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gospel, with joy reeeived the message, 
and appeared well for a time; but when 
they saw the scorn and persecution that 
it would bring upon them publicly to re- 
nounce idolatry and serve Christ, they 
have shown that they have not the root 
of the matter in them, and turned aside 
to find peace in a way that would allow 
them greater liberties, and bring less re- 
proach than they would meet to follow 
Christ. 

The work is difficult ; the discouraging 
and disheartening things, when all enu- 
merated, are numerous. But we have 
constantly before us in this land evi- 
dence of the power of the gospel to 
change, purify, elevate and sustain. And 
the means that God would have us use to 
save souls is the same in all lands. Per. 
haps no agency is more effective than 
faithful instruction in the Sabbath school. 
The next mornirg after I returned from 
my last tour in the jungle, by request 
forty of the pupils in the day and Sab- 
bath school met me in our little chapel. 
I spent an hour singing hymns with them 
—not in English, for not one of them can 
speak English ;—but many of our good 
hymns, such as “Rest for the weary,” 
“Nearer, my God, to thee,” “Rock of 
Ages,” and “Jesus, refuge of my soul,” 
have been translated into Burmese. The 
last one that we sung was “Happy day,” 
and I then spent some time conversing 
and praying withthem. Five of the for- 
ty, two boys and three girls, expressed 
the hope that Jesus had washed their 
sins away, and before all declared their 
determination to love and serve Him 
while they lived. 

I have travelled and worked more in 
the jungle within the past year than any 
year previous ; five weeks of the time in 
company with br. Rose, of Rangoon. 
Let us renew our diligence for Christ 
and souls. 

RANGOON MISSION. 
LETTER FROM MR. ROSE. 
Burman and English Justice. 

Rangoon, Oct. 9, 1866.—I wrote last 

month, after my return from the north, 
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mentioning the disgraceful treatment one 
of Mrs. Ingalls’ preachers received from 
the government official at Taultet, and 
that he had complained, and that the 
case was in the law. The charges 
brought against him were proved, and 
the Deputy Commissioner recommended 
that the Myooke be degraded from his 
office and never again be allowed to hold 
office, &e. The Commissioner confirmed 
the decision of the lower court, and also 
ordered that the Myooke be tried under 
the penal code for “insult to religion.” 
Ihave just now heard that an English 
barrister has espoused the cause of this 
drunken Burman official, and declares 
he will clear him and restore him to his 
office again. At all events, there is to be 
a new trial, and all the witnesses are to 
be called again. Some of them were 
kept here before two months on heavy 
expenses, which, so far as I know, they 
or the Christians will have to bear. 


Coming out from the World. 


On the 24th of September I left home 
and went up the Hlaing as far as Taul- 
tet, and spent three days there. On the 
last Sabbath in the month I baptized 
three men at that place, all in middle 
life and men with families. They leave 
their wives and children in heathenism. 
I saw the wives of two of the men. 
They seemed good natured and friendly, 
but could see no reason why they should 
leave the ways of their fathers. Two 
men, who were baptized in this place 
two or three years ago, have not yet had 
the joy of seeing their wives follow them ; 
they are, however, thoughtful, and one, 
I think, does believe in and pray to the 
eternal God; and she confesses that she 
wanted to be on the side of “God who 
creates,” but was “ashamed to be baptiz- 
ed’? These women both attended our 
meetings on the Sabbath with all the ap- 
pearance of deep and thoughtful inter- 
est. The baptism was to me a very 
pleasant one. The place, a beautiful 
river with hard, gravelly bottom, the wa- 
ter clear. A large crowd of people came 
to see, as it was known on Saturday 
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This throng of heathen people was as 
quiet and orderly as at any out-door 
baptism I ever saw in America. And 
then to see these three men deliberate- 
ly declare to their friends and neigh- 
bors that henceforth they are dead to 
Gaudama and Nigban and idols, and 
mean to worship the one eternal God, 
had power to stir the heart and call forth 
the prayer that the Holy Spirit would 
enlighten and sanctify these men, and 
make them a blessing to others. 


Sabbath Keeping. 


Ko Youk, who owns the best house in 
the place, gave us permission on Satur- 
day to hold all our meetings in the ve- 
randah of his house. The rice mill was 
going till late Saturday night, so that no 
work should be done on Sunday. This 
man has two or three grown-up daugh- 
ters who were weaving ; but all day Sun- 
day the loom was as still as a mouse ; and 
the young people, though shy, seemed to 
listen well. The weather was awfully 
hot, and the mosquitos unbearable. For 
four nights I scarcely slept four hours. 


Baptisms the Last Year. 


At twelve o’clock Sunday night the 
boatmen begged to have me start; and 
they only stopped to eat till we got home. 
I have baptized only four persons during 
the year, three Burmans and one Shan. 
These are all men of middle age, and 
men of families. Their wives and chil- 
dren are all among the worshippers of 
idols. A grown-up and married son of 
the Shan, however, has asked for bap- 
tism, and is said to “show good signs.” 
He was not present when I was at Taul- 
tet last, and I know but little of them. 
These persons all live at some distance 
from Rangoon, one within a half day, 
and three two days’ journey. All who 
have been baptized from this region have 
naturally, and of course, gone to the Ran- 
goon church. 


The Chinamen in Rangoon. 


Most of the Chinamen seem very ig- 
norant, and are of the lower or lowest 
class that reach Burmah ; but up to the 
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present time they nearly all give better 
satisfaction than was feared. 


PROME MISSION. 
SKETCHES OF NATIVE PREACHES. 

Mr. Simons, of the Prome Mission, has for- 
warded to the Rooms photographic likenesses 
of five of the native preachers laboring in con- 
nection w'th the mission. The e preachers have 
written brief notices of their own history, which 
have been translated by Mr. Simons for the 
Magazine. 

As the photographer, the man who 
takes the likenesses of men, women and 
children by the sun’s rays, has been to 
Prome, at the request of teacher Simons 
we have had our likenesses taken. The 
teacher wishes to send them to America, 
that the teachers and other disciples of 
our Lord Jesus Christ there may see 
them. We have written, to send with 
them, short accounts of ourselves, that they 
may know what we once were, and what, 
by the great favor of God, we now are. 
In that they have sent the teachers to 
Burmah to give us the word of God, and 
make known to us the blessed gospel of 
our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, and 
in that they make offerings for their and 
our support, we feel thankful and pray 
to God daily for them, that He would 
bless them, and give them the reward of 
the faithful in his heavenly kingdom. 
Amen. 

Signed, Ko Kone, 

Moune Yan GEN, 

Movune Cuin, 

Moune 

Mounc Suway Dounce. 
1, Ko Kong’s Narrative. 

My name is Ko Kong. I send saluta- 
tions to all the disciples and teachers in 
America who love the Lord Jesus Christ, 
and are obeying his commands by send- 
ing the gospel to the Burmese and Ka- 
rens, and all the nations of the world 
who know not God and the way of life 
through his Son, the Lord Jesus Christ. 

Iwas born at Pen city, near Toung 
Dwa, about forty miles distant inland 
from Mengong, a city on the Irrawadi 
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river, in the month of April, of the Bur- 
mese year 1168.* This part of the coun- 
‘ry being infested with robbers, it was 
difficult for the inhabitants to cultivate 
the ground and provide for themselves 
and families the necessaries of life—rice 
and vegetables. My parents, hearing 
that the country below was not disturbed 
by robbers, removed to Prome and Shway 
Doung. They had seven children, and 
being poor and not able to purchase a 
cart and oxen, we all had to walk the 
long, fatiguing journey of eight days on 
land. Iwas then seven years old and 
the only son. My oldest sisters had to 
carry the two youngest; but I walked. 
These cities we found to be quiet, and we 
soon found means to get our livelihood. 

For some time, until I was twelve years 
old, I earned fifteen rupees per month in 
making fifes of bamboos. My father hav- 
ing died, my mother sent me to the mo- 
nastery to learn to read and write. I 
was there two years a scholar, and then I 
put on the yellow cloth of the priesthood 
and stayed two years longer. My moth- 
er needing my assistance, I returned to 
her when sixteen years old. My oldest 
sister now taught me to make earthen 
pots, and soon I began to earn money 
by trading in goods. I married when 
nineteen years old, and had one son. 
Hearing from the Paramat teachers, and 
other leading men living at Shaway Doung, 
their views of the Buddhist religion, and 
observing that they did not worship the 
idols of Gaudama nor the priests, I ex- 
amined the books on Buddhism, and at 
the age of thirty I left off worshipping 
the idols and became a disciple of the 
Paramats. 

As a trader I went to Maulmain. 
While there I met Ko Bike and Ko 
Thah Ai, and heard from them for the 
first time the truths of the religion of 
Jesus Christ. At another time being 
there, I met one of the teachers at a 
zayat near the bazaar, and heard him 
preach. 

My next trading trip was to Rangoon ; 
and there I saw the teachers Kincaid and 

*A. D. 1806. 
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Ingalls, and heard them preach on Lord’s 
day at the zayat. I listened attentively 
to what they said. I witnessed the bap- 
tism of two persons, aman and a woman, 
at the Soolay pond. 

On returning to Prome, 1 met the 
teachers Kincaid and Simons with their 
families. I attended the preaching at the 
house near the Shway-yan-dau pagoda, 
and believing the religion of Jesus Christ 
to be the true religion, I wished to enter 
it. After being examined, I was baptized. 
My age then was forty-eight ; I am now 
sixty. Of my six sisters, three have be- 
come the disciples of Jesus Christ. One 
died a few years ago, putting her whole 
trust for salvation in Jesus as her Sa- 
viour. I lost my first wife when I was 
forty years old, and also my only son. I 
was then married to Ma Long-boo, who 
became a disciple. We lived happily to- 
gether for fifteen years, when she was ac- 
cidentally drowned in theriver. She al- 
ways felt it a pleasure to help me in pro- 
viding food for the strangers, when they 
called on us from the villages where I 
was known asapreacher. Her son, nine 
years old, is learning English and Bur- 
mese at the mission school. My present 
wife is Ma Kyoon, a cousin of Moung 
Yan Gen, one of the preachers. She 
also takes pleasure in providing food for 
the strangers. I was made a deacon in 
the year 1854, Christian era; in 1855 
was ordained as an evangelist, and soon 
after became the pastor of the Prome 
church. A part of my work is to visit 
the members, attend the funeral gather- 
ings of the inhabitants, and in the dry 
season I go, when I can be spared, into 
the villages to make known to the people 
the good news of salvation, through our 
Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. 


2. Moung Yan Gen’s Narrative. 


I was born in the month of August, of 
the year 1195, Burmese era,* at Pakan 
Ghyee city, and remained there till I was 
seventeen years old. From the tenth 
year of my life I was in a monastery, five 
as a pupil and five asa priest. At the 

*A.D, 1833. 
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age of twenty I went to Rangoon in the 
yellow garment, and there threw it off, 
and became a teacher in the Baden 
science,* pretending that I could heal 
diseased persons by exorcising the evil 
demon. Passing by the zayat one day, 
where the people had assembled to hear 
the law preached, I went in and tried to 
understand what was said ; but I did not. 
Thinking teacher Kincaid could give me 
instruction in the Baden science, I spoke 
to him, and he asked me to come and 
stay with him, which I did. I began 
first to read the Golden Balance; and 
some Karens, not able to read Burmese, 
asked me to read it to them and explain 
it. Idid so; and, finding that Gauda- 
ma was not recognized as God to be wor- 
shipped, but only as a man, I got angry. 
I did not however leave the teacher ; for 
I still expected he would give me instruc- 
tion in Baden. In two months, by read- 
ing the books, I began to understand 
them a little, and in two months more I 
began to feel more interest in what I 
read, and in two months more I was so 
far acquainted with the truths of the re- 
ligion of Jesus Christ, that I was examin- 
ed and baptized by teacher Kincaid, and 
so became one of Jesus Christ’s disciples. 

Wishing to stay with the teacher to 
improve myself in the knowledge of 
the books, he gave me employment to 
take care of ponies. When they were 
out in the compound grazing, [ used to 
take my Testament with me to read. In 
a month or so from this time, teacher 
Kincaid removed to Prome, and took me 
with him as an assistant, giving me eight 
rupees per month. After being a year 
in Prome, I married Ma Pwa, a Bur- 
mese girl, aged twenty, who had become 
a disciple. In 1856 I received ordination 
as an evangelist from the hands of the 
teachers Kincaid and Ko En at Thayet 
Myo. 

In all, I have baptized thirty-one per- 
sons, Burmese and Kyens. My wish is 
to spend my days in preaching the gospel 
of Jesus Christ to my countrymen; and 

*Astrology. 
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I feel thankful to the Christians in Amer- 
ica for sending money to the teachers to 
enable me to support myself and family 
while doing so. I have three children 
living. One died ashort time ago. My 
oldest is a boy ten years old, and is learn- 
ing, in the teacher’s school, Burmese and 
English. My pay is Rs. 12 per month. 
My parents died when I was young. 
Other relatives are living in Burmah 
Proper, to whom I have made known 
the religion of Jesus Christ. Three of 
them, I have reason to believe, have be- 
come disciples by believing; but they 
have not as yet been baptized. Two of 
my relatives have become disciples at 
Prome. One is the wife of Ko Kong, 
the pastor of the Prome church. 


8. Moung Chin’s Narrative. 

My name is Moung Chin. I was born 
at Shway Doung. At the usual time, ac- 
cording to the Burmese custom, I was sent 
to the monastery to learn to read and 
write and commit to memory the rules of 
happiness and discipline. Iwas one year 
learning as a scholar, four years as a no- 
vitiate for the priesthood, dressed in the 
yellow cloth, and two years a priest ; sev- 
en years in all. Having doubts in my 
mind regarding the worshipping of idols, 
I threw off the yellow cloth. 

As my friends were living at Enma, I went 
there; and in the year 1215*, Burmese 
era, heard that teacher Kincaid had ar- 
rived at Prome, and was preaching Jesus 
Christ’s laws. I went to see him, and he 
gave me the New Testament, which I 
read daily, and learned from it that Jesus 
Christ, the Son of God, was the only Sa- 
viour. I believed this truth, and in one 
year was baptized by teacher Kincaid. 
I then returned to Enma, and the Phoon- 
ghyee of the village Ghyeebouk-gong sent 
word to the people that I had forsaken 
my religion, and had become a disciple 
of the religion of Jesus Christ ; they must 
not associate with me, but treat me as an 
outcast ; and if they did not mind his in- 
structions and shun me, he would excom- 
municate them. All my friends and rel- 

*A. D. 1853. 
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atives, with my wife, were afraid of him 
and forsook me. I was in poor health at 
the time, and my brother, fearing I might 
die under such treatment, secretly helped 
me by giving me good food to eat and 
water to drink. 

Teacher Kincaid heard from some one 
how I was treated and sent for me. I 
was then sent with Ko En, one of the 
preachers, to Henthada, as an assistant. 
I remained there one year, reading the 
Scriptures and helping him in preaching 
as far as I was able. When I went back 
to Enma, my wife joined me, and we liv- 
ed together again happily. After this, I 
was sent by teacher Kincaid to Meaday, 
where I stayed one year, and five Kyens 
became disciples. They lived in a village 
on the frontier near Moukten, the resi- 
dence of Capt. Gildert. Once on my way 
there I was attacked by robbers, and beat- 
en with their sticks and cut with their 
knives. The few things I had were tak- 
en from me. They thought I had money. 
By the kindness of Capt. Gildert I soon 
got well. Inthe Burmese year 1220,* I was 
ordained as an evangelist at Prome. 

My wite and eldest daughter and seven 
other relatives, Iam happy to say, have 
become disciples, and persecutions have 
ceased. Ihave three children. My wish 
isto spend my life in making known tomy 
countrymen the truths of the religion of 
Jesus Christ. Pray for me. 


4. Moung H’maing’s Narrative. 


I was born in Rangoon, Oct. 15th of 
the year 1175}, Burmese era. Some of 
my relatives being employed by teacher 
Hough, I went to see them. I was then 
a little over ten years old, and heard for 
the first time in his school-room the truths 
of the Christian religion; but, being 
young and thoughtless, I paid little at- 
tention to what was said. In the year 
1186, the war with Burmah began, and 
my parents left Rangoon and went to 
Talen city, half way to Ava. When the 
English left, I entered the monastery to 
learn to read, and stayed two years. 


*1859. 
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Then I put on the thengan, the priest’s 
garment, and was taught by the Phoon- 
ghyees the first principles of Buddhism— 
that Gaudama and the priests should be 
worshipped, and that by faithfully fol- 
lowing the law I should go at death to 
the Nat country and enter Nigban. I 
stayed four years, learning these things. 
I then left ; and getting married, I began 
the business of buying and selling for a 
livelihood at Maguay. 

My wife and four children died in a few 
years. About the time Tharrawadi went 
to Rangoon, my father, mother and last 
child died. Until I was forty-one years 
old, I lived in ignorance, following the 
heathen customs. Living now at Woon- 
tenzike, and hearing of the teachers at 
Prome, I went there and saw the teach- 
ers Kincaid and Simons and the teach- 
eresses. Hearing the truths of the re- 
ligion of Jesus Christ explained by Ko 
En and Ko Poo, I got books,—the New 
Testament, the Balance, Investigator 
and others,—and so, by God’s blessing, 
in time, my mind became enlightened, 
and I was convinced that Gaudama was 
not God, and the priests were only men 
and ought not to be worshipped; but 
that the Lord Jesus Christ, the Son of 
God, was the only Saviour of the world, 
and He only should be worshipped. 


When teacher Kincaid went to Maul- 
main with his family, and teachers Si- 
mons and Ko En remained, I was exam- 
ined and baptized. I was soon employed 
as an assistant, to make known, as far as 
I was able, the truths of the religion of 
Jesus Christ to my countrymen. I am 
now fifty-two years old, and by God’s 
help I have continued amid opposition 
from ignorant men to proclaim the truths 
of the gospel. 

My wife, Ma Wen, was among the first 
who were baptized at Prome, and has re- 
mained a faithful follower. The most of 
my relations are living in Burmah Prop- 
er, and are ignorant of the truths of the 
religion of Jesus Christ. I try to pray 
for them, and send them books when an 
opportunity offers. 
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5. Moung Shway Doung’s Narrative. 

Iwas born in Sagadah village, near 
Mendoon. My parents were Kyens. 
When two years old, my father died. So 
soon as | was old enough to work, I help- 
ed my mother support the family, by using 
my gun in hunting wild animals. Then 
I removed to the Kynee village near Ka- 
mah, afterwards to Ramree, in Arracan. 
Here I hired myself for four months to a 
man who owned a large boat, and went 
in it to Caleutta and Bassein to buy and 
sell things. On returning to Ramree, I 
met Moung Thet-nau, the assistant 
preacher, and heard from him the truths 
of the religion of Jesus Christ, and be- 
lieved them. I went back to Mendoon, 
and thence to Prome, where I was ex- 

amined an: baptized by Ko Kong. 

Lam thirty-eight years old, and am liv- 
ing with my countrymen in a village near 
Prome. Some of them are disciples. I 
am a cultivator of the ground, and cut 
timber in the forest. 


—. 


ASSAM MISSION. 
LETTER FROM MR. BRONSON. 
Death of a Patron of the Mission. 

Nowgong, Sept. 3, 1866.— Death, ever 
lurking around us, has removed an old 
friend of the iwission from us, Gen. Fran- 
cis Jenkins, for many years the Commis- 
sioner of Assam. It was mainly through 
him that your missionaries were first in- 
vited to Assam. And his purse and en- 
couragement have always been freely 
given. He was a universal friend of 
the natives, and will be generally re- 
gretted. He had resided some thirty-six 
years in Assam, and enjoyed comfortable 
health to the last. But a severe attack 
of fever carried him off in three days. 
I never shall forget the cordial welcome 
he gave our departed brother, the saint- 
ed Thomas, and myself when we first ar- 
rived; nor the challenge he gave us when 
he said, speaking of our long and dan- 
gerous passage in native boats up to Sa- 
diya, in the height of the rains, “You 
have a dangerous and difficult journey 
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before you: but nothing more than we 
are constantly undertaking, who fight un- 
der another banner than you do.” 

Often did we speak of those words 
amid the perils of that long journey, and 
felt that we must not show ourselves cow- 
ards under the banner we had come to 
unfurl among the heathen. May it please 
the Lord to raise up other friends to the 
cause of missions in this province. 


Consecrating a Burial Place. 


That good, devoted man of God, bish- 
op Cotton, of Calcutta, has just left us. 
Ilis visit has been a pleasant one. The 
Episcopal ceremony of consecrating the 
public burial ground here being about 
to take place, I wrote him, stating that 
the burial ground had from the first been 
open to Christians of all denominations, 
and that, in consequence, we had chil- 
dren, missionary associates gnd friends 
buried there ; and, in case the act of con- 
secration would in future debar us from 
the right of sepulture there, in bebalf of 
the mission and others out of the com- 
munion of the Charch of England, I re- 
spectfully submitted the question of the 
propriety of a portion of the ground be- 
ing left unconsecrated. To which he re- 
plied, that “the effect of consecrating a 
cemetery is that no service except that 
of the Church of England can be per- 
formed there, and therefore I never con- 
secrate any ground without leaving a 
portion unconsecrated for the burial of 
persons with other services than ours. In 
fact the rules of government, to whom as 
a general thing the burial grounds belong, 
as property, require this. In the Now- 
gong cemetery we have left unconsecrat- 
ed for your use, and that of other Chris- 
tians not belonging to the English church, 
the whole of the eastern portion of the 
ground, to be hereafter bounded by a 
path meeting from the third buttress in 
the north wall to the third buttress in 
the south wall, and within that space you 
will have the full right of burying with 
your own services. This includes the 
graves you mention, and will, I hope, be 
a satisfactory arrangement. 
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“Believe me, yours very sincerely, 
Signed “G, E, CALcuTTA.” 
So I trust that we shall not in future 
have any of those heart-rending scenes, 
sometimes witnessed in India, connected 
with consecrated burial grounds. Still, 
I cannot help wishing that these lines of 
separation did not enter the resting place 
of the dead. 
Without, or Within Consecrated Ground. 
There being no other place of wor- 
ship, we gladly gave up our humble 
chapel and joined in the service. But 
out here none of your missionaries can 
ever be invited into an Episcopal pulpit. 
It looks bad to the heathen and our na- 
tive Christians. I rejoice to hear that in 
some of the Episcopal churches in Amer- 
ica a more Catholic spirit is beginning to 
be manifested ; and I pray that it may 
extend to Christians of all denominations, 
especially to the whole of “the holy Cath- 
olic church.” I verily believe that bet- 
ter days are coming, when the hearts of 
all Christians shall run together, and all 
minor badges and differences be forgot- 
ten, as the church universal rallies around 
the banner of the cross. 
Last year the heathen, in the time of 
the cholera, evening after evening, form- 
acompany and marched around a por- 
tion of the station, repeating incantations 
that were said to have the power of keep- 
ing the scourge from every house within 
the area walked about. The mission 
bungalows were not included within the 
area walked about; and yet we were all 
spared, while many within the area died. 
So I imagine that when my task is 
done, and I lay me down to sleep that 
long, last sleep, it will matter little 
whether my poor body moulders in con- 
secrated or unconsecrated ground. 


GERMANY. 
LETTER FROM MR. ONCKEN. 
Summary of Results in Germany. 


Hamburg, Nov. 17, 1866.—We could 
have erected a place of worship at a 
much lower cost; but there were other 
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than ordinary considerations which in- 
fluenced me to decide for the building of 
a more than ordinary chapel. The fact 
that in this city, nearly fifty years ago, 
it pleased God to commence a movement 
in the simplest form and through the hum- 
blest individual, by which his own reveal- 
ed truth, as contained in the inspired vol- 
ume, should be set forth, and the great 
principles of religious liberty asserted ; 
the fact that in this sin-devoted city Christ 
has been pleased to give a tangible proof 
of the truth of his gracious declaration, 
“All power is given unto me in heaven 
and on earth,” ‘in protecting his feeble 
servant against all the assaults of the 
Lutheran clergy, the government and 
the mob; the fact that thousands of sin- 
ners have here been converted through the 
simple preaching of the gospel, who have 
exemplified the vitality of their religion 
by a holy life and a happy death; the 
fact that after every means had been tried 
to annihilate us, the Lord has been pleas- 
ed to give us all our hearts could desire, 
having answered our prayers and dried 
our tears by giving us perfect religious 
liberty and equality with the once dom- 
inant persecuting sect, casting her from 
her towering position as a State church ; 
the fact that from this city the streams 
of God's truth have gone forth through 
the labors of eighty-one missionaries,* 
the circulation of fully one million copies 
of the Holy Scriptures in different lan- 
guages, sixteen and a quarter millions of 
tracts, one million denominational works, 
the formation of Sunday schools, which 
had no existence previously, and the ef- 
forts of our converts in general; the 
fact that about 50,000 precious souls 
have been converted, baptized and gath- 
ered into New Testament churches, 
while among upwards of one hundred 
millions of our fellow travellers to eter- 
nity, the gospel has been spread ; —these 
facts were so weighty, that in our judg- 
ment the house to be erected was not 
only required to meet the pressing ne- 
cessity of the church and congregation, 

*T hese have gone through our mission school 
at Hamburg. 
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but was equally demanded by the perfect 
religious liberty vouchsafed to us at the 
commencement of the present year, and 
as an Ebenezer of the great good which 
God has accomplished. 

The New Chapel in Hamburg. 


Your Board has for upwards of thirty 
years rendered the German Mission the 
most eflicient aid in raising first in this 
city a living temple; and now I look to 
them once more to aid us in raising a 
house in which the glorious gospel of 
Christ will be preached to coming gen- 
erations, and in which we hope and pray 
children may be born to the Lord like 
the morning dew. 

With us the erection is not a matter of 
choice ; for I have preached in this city 
for forty-three years without having a 
chapel; but the increase of our members 
and the removal of every obstacle from 
our path make it imperative on us to 
erect a good, solid building. 

I am happy to report that the chapel 
is progressing, and surpasses in symmetry 
and strength my most sanguine expecta- 
tions; and, when complete, it will glad- 
den the hearts of the brethren from the 
other side of the Atlantic to see what has 
been accomplished by their assistance. 
Our people long for the day when they 
can enterthe spacious and beautiful tem- 
ple, as our old warehouse is now crowded 
to suffocation. 


Religious Efforts and the War. 

You will rejoice with us to learn that 
the short, but very severe, war which 
cost the sacrifice of so many lives, has 
been overruled by Him who has been in- 
vested with “power over all flesh” to the 
furtherance of the gospel. Though I 
could do nothing personally, owing to my 
absence in England, but pray that the 
Protestant army of Prussia might prevail 
over the Roman Catholics of Austria and 
Bavaria, I charged all our missionaries 
who resided near the localities through 
which the hostile armies passed or were 
located, to suspend their ordinary labors, 
and direct them to the soldiers ; and I re- 
joice to say that they have done nobly. 
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They have labored with great assiduity 
in the ranks, among the prisoners and 
the wounded, and by the side of the dy- 
ing in the hospitals. Their verbal testi- 
mony to Christ as the sinner’s friend has 
been greatly blessed, and our truly evan- 
gelical tracts have been very welcome. 
Our Testaments, issued by the National 
Bible Society of Scotland at a penny 
each to the soldiers, have been readily 
purchased by large numbers. 


Results of the War. 


The victory achieved by Prussia and 


her allies has, under God, secured to us 


a larger amount of civil and religious lib- 
erty. The infatuated governments and 
persecuting Lutheran clergy in Saxony 
and Mecklenburg will no longer be able 
hermetically to exclude us from their ter- 
ritories (in these countries not only could 
the gospel not be preached by us, but no 
Baptist could get married). Hanover, 
where the sentence of my banishment 
was in full force, is now an integral part 
of Prussia, so that we can go there now 
and labor withoutletor hindrance. From 
the deliberations and decisions of the Par- 
liament of the North German States, 
shortly to be convened on the basis of 
the glorious Constitution of 1848, we 
may look for such laws as shall secure to 
the several States of the North German 
Union almost perfect religious liberty. 
My heart bounds with joy and magnifies 
the name of the Triune Jehovah for the 
wonderful events which have recently 
transpired, and the ever-widening fields, 
white for the harvest, which invite us to 
gather in the sheaves to the garner of the 
heavenly Husbandman. With the glori- 
ous prospect now before us, I could fain 
wish to be once more in the prime of life 
—to labor unmolested with our youthful 
brethren on the mission field thrown 
open to us now so widely, which, under 
God, “we took from the Amorites with 
sword and bow” during a long and se- 
vere struggle. 
Encouraging State of the Work. 

The general aspect of the mission was 

never before so encouraging as at pres- 
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ent, and I would bespeak for it all the 
interest and aid which your esteemed 
Board can render. 

At Hamburg we have enjoyed a sea- 
son of continuous revivals during the 
present year, so that, with the exception 
of 1848, we have had to rejoice over 
the largest additions of converts since 
the formation of the church in 1834. 
Every branch of missionary labor, house- 
to-house visitation by members of the 
church, visitation of ships from all parts 
of the world, and the numerous barges 
from the interior, and the regular preach- 
ing of the gospel at more than fifty 
preaching stations connected with our 
church, have been well sustained. The 
two brethren Biischlin and Gutsche, the 
former to labor in China, the other in 
Africa, have rendered us in all the above 
labors essential service. 


The Cause in Denmark. 


Mr. Kobner’s transfer to Copenhagen 
has been already followed by the happi- 
est results. Ile spent a few days with 
me during the past and present week; 
and from what he said, I am more con- 
vinced than ever of the absolute need of 
a chapel there for the accommodation of 
the church and the public. The site for 
a chapel was purchased several years 
ago by funds collected in England ; and 
a brother in the church, captain of a mer- 
chant vessel, has generously offered to 
give several thousand dollars towards its 
erection, if there is a promise from some 
other quarter of 81000 at the close of 
1867 or the beginning of 1868. 


— 
MISSION TO FRANCE. 
LETTER FROM MR. LEPOIDS. 
Meetings in Paris and Vicinity. 

Paris, Nov. 80, 1866.—For some time 
our meetings on the Sabbath have been 
better attended in Paris, not only by our 
brethren and habitual friends, but also 
by several members of other churches in 
the city and by many serious and awak- 


ened Catholics, who inspire hope. The 
4 
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meetings held on Sabbath evenings, at 
the house of br. Dez, are always well at- 
tended. Br. Vignal and myself keep up 
the meeting which we established in a 
quarter of Paris called Gros Caillon, 
near the palace of the approaching “Ex- 
position,” and we have encouragement 
there. I also commenced one some 
weeks ago at Passy. We meet every 
Monday evening with the Catholic la- 
borers who reside in that quarter. May 
the Lord awaken and convert them. 

I spent the third Sabbath of this month 
in the valley of Chevreuse,—a happy and 
blessed occasion. The meetings at St. 
Forget have been troubled by threats of 
persecution. But there are good people 
there who always hear the gospel with 
joy, and receive me with lively pleasure. 
Le Mesnil, St. Denin, is also encourag- 
ing, notwithstanding the opposition of 
the clergy. The magistrate there, no 
doubt through the influence of the priest, 
has caused a suicide to be buried in the 
Protestant cemetery, for the sake of 
humbling our friends and depreciating 
the work of the gospel. There had been 
an abuse of authority there, which led 
our brethren to appeal toa higher power. 
Still, I had a blessed meeting there ; and 
can assure you that our friends are grow- 
ing strong in true piety, while others are 
approaching the kingdom of heaven. 


Baptism of an Italian Priest. 


Tecannot forbear to mention that we 


baptized last Sabbath the Italian priest 


spoken of in my last letter. Tis profes- 
sion of faith was very evangelical, and 
very edifying to the assembly. It was 
truly a feast day to us all. He will per- 
haps soon go to England to study theol- 
ogy in a Baptist college, and thus pre- 
pare himself to preach the gospel to his 
countrymen in Italy. May the Lord be 
his helper and enable him to do much 
good, and keep him, and us also, faithful 
unto death. 


Encouragement in Rheims. 


I have received a letter from a friend 
in Rheims, a Catholic to whom I made 
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known the gospel during my season of 
recreation. He writes me as follows : 

“Dear Mr. Lepoids,—I must say to you 
that we are not yet sufficiently acquaint- 
ed. You left us too soon. I am nota 
Catholic, except in name ; for money is 
the motive by which our theologians are 
moved. Unhappily, Iam not yet a be- 
liever. I am tossed with doubt; and 
doubting is death. Must I be lost with- 
out remedy ? I hope not. Great is the 
mercy of God. He has pardoned great 
sinners. [ hope on; I will hope to the 
end. I know the believer is happy; he 
is free from the anxieties of this world, 
and in the hour of death he leaves this 
world for a better, safe and cheerful, say- 
ing to his family, ‘We shall meet again ; 
do not weep, for we shall soon meet again 
in heaven.’ 

“Help me, dear sir; God will reward 
you, and you will have saved a wander- 
ing, but not yet lost, sheep. I often 
think of God and of death. 

“Mrs. W. has received the little hymns. 
She has given two of them to my wife, 
who is pleased with them, and thanks you 
with all her heart. She often thinks of 
you. Write us when you have a mo- 
ment to spare.” 

‘May our heavenly Father soon draw 
to the cross of Christ these awakened 
souls, that they may find true peace. 


LETTER FROM MR. CRETIN. 
Efforts for the Unconverted. 

Denain (Nord), Nov. 7, 1866.—For a 
long time our brethren in Pas-de-Calais 
had been begging me to visit them. I 
had promised, but had never been able 
to carry out my intention. 

Our brother Clement (Déséré), who 
had lost his religion in that place, had 
been alarmed by the appearance of the 
cholera. Tie saw nothing but death and 
hell. - He could not remain there. The 
visitation seemed to him to be sent thith- 
er by the Almighty. He said to his wife, 
“T cannot live any longer. I am going 
back to Denain, and I shall stay with Mra 
Cretin until I find peace to my soul.’* 
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After spending six days at Denain, he 
was relieved, and returned to Bruay, 
hoping to do good to those whom he had 
led astray by his fall. In fact, he return- 
ed home and labored, and did much good. 
He brought to the knowledge of the Lord 
his companion in toil and his father-in- 
law. He aided in restoring a man who 
had fallen six years previously. He en- 
couraged a woman and her three daugh- 
ters who desired to be Christians. He 
also encouraged a weak Christian and 
his family. To aid him in this good 
work, some Protestant missionaries from 
Belgium arrived in Bruay. One of 
them, Mr. Emile, who was converted 
two years ago, and who had learned to 
read in two months, isa man of great 
zeal. In connection with another miner, 
less advanced than himself, he had moved 
the whole village through the controver- 
sial tracts which they distributed. They 
also circulated Bibles and Testaments. 
There is, besides, an inspector of miners, 
who is too worldly to do all the good he 
might. His wife is better disposed. Sev- 
eral Belgians listen to the Word and de- 
sire to be Christians. There is also a lit- 
tle revival among the Catholics in the 
village. 


Visit to Bruay. 


Mr. Clement wrote me letter after let- 
ter, begging me to come at once and aid 
him in the work. I stopped there a day, 
and tidings were sent to the six or seven 
places in the vicinity. The Sabbath 
came, but the rain prevented our breth- 
ren from coming to our meeting. I had 
only the people from Bruay and Brus- 
sitre, two small villages in the neighbor- 
hood. 

Arriving on Saturday, I had a good 
little meeting in the evening. On Sun- 
day, P. M., [had more than forty per- 
sons, very serious and very attentive. 
The Catholics, who were present at our 
worship for the first time, appeared much 
pleased. They asked me to preach about 
the Virgin Mary, and wished me to re- 
main over Monday, that they might have 
a meeting at night. Here, again, I had 
thirty hearers, and was able to distribute 
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among them a good number of revival 
tracts, which will do good in those dark 
regions. 


Our friends wish the Baptists would 
take possession of that field by placing a 
laborer there. There is a large number 
of villages in the vicinity, where we have 
families of Christian miners, and might 
do good. I promised to go to them again 
on Christmas day. 

They commissioned me to buy for them 
thirteen hymn-bocks. They wish to learn 
tosing. They have ajoiner among them 
who knows how to play on the violin, and 
who will teach them. 
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There is a project on foot to unite, if 
possible, at the mines of Bruay all the 
miners in the vicinity, which would make 
a delightful flock. 

An Important Field Opened. 

An important work, therefore, is to be 
commenced in these villages, where Chris- 
tian effort has been hitherto unknown. 
May God bless it, and grant to those 
who are commencing it the piety, fideli- 
ty and truth requisite to make it a solid 
and durable work. 

The harvest is great and the laborers 
are few. Pray that God in his goodness 
may give us devoted and faithful laborers. 


MISCE 


LLANY. 


MISSIONARY PHYSICIANS. 

Unquestionably the Master’s own meth- 
od was to make healing an adjunct of 
preaching, and the curing of disease an 
auxiliary of missionary work. The New 
Testament illustrates constantly the in- 
terweaving of the art of healing with the 
labors of the evangelist; and it would 
have been well if the history of the Chris- 
tian church in subsequent periods had 
illustrated it with anything like the same 
frequency. ‘[i.e power, position, and 
warrant of medicine, as an element of 
missionary work have been in a great 
measure overlooked by the church, and 
even now this agency is not employed to 
the extent it should be. 

Our Saviour was not only Jehovah 
Jesus, but also Jehovah Rophi, the 
Lord—the Healer. St. Matthew says of 
Him that * He went about teaching in the 
synagogues, and preaching the gospel of 
the kingdom, and healing all manner of 


sickness and all manner of disease among 
the people.” 


This was the Master’s owa 
method, and the same system he enjoined 
upon his disciples. St. Luke says: “Then 
he called his twelve disciples together, 
and gave them power and authority over 
all devils, and to cure diseases. And he 
sent them to preach the kingdom of God, 


and to heal the sick.” And how did they 
comply with the command? The same 
evangelist adds: “And they departed, 
and went through the towns preaching 
the gospel and healing everywhere.” 
So when the seventy were sent forth, 
their commission was, “Heal the sick, 
and say the kingdom of God is come nigh 
unto you.” The same Divine lips which 
enjoined the twelve and the seventy 
to go and preach, commandea them also 
to go and heal. Deeds of mercy and 
words of love were ever interwoven in 
the commissions which our Saviour gave, 
and in the life which He Himself led. 
And so it should be now. The church 
should send forth healers, as well as 
preachers and teachers. Each of the 
larger mission stations at least should 
have its beloved physician as well as its 
preacher, its translator, and its teacher. 
We must heal as well as preach, and heal 
that we may the more effectually preach. 
He who knew what was in man, and 
was acquainted with the best way of 
drawing men to Himself, healed their 
sicknesses and cured their diseases ; and 
what was so effectual then in removing 
prejudices and obstacles, and in gaining 
the good will and gratitude of the people, 
is equally effectual now. “The ready 
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access,” as one has said, “which the 
missionary physician has to all class- 
es of the natives, to the high and the 
low, the rich and the poor, to women 
often as well as men, even where the 
customs of society exclude the other mis- 
sionaries from their presence, affords him 
great advantage for recommending Chris- 
tianity, for exerting, personally, a relig- 
ious influence, and for securing to his 
preaching brethren, to the schools, and 
to every effort of the mission, the favor 
of the people.” 

And as “great multitudes of people 
from Galilee, and from Decapolis, and 
from Jerusalem, and from Judea, and 
from beyond Jordan,” went to the Sa- 
viour to be healed, so do great numbers 
flock to the missionary physician now. 
Especially is this the case when there is 
connected with the station a hospital and 
dispensary. Dr. Chester, of the Madura 
Mission, India, says that his patients 
sometimes amount to seventy in a day. 
Dr. Green, of Ceylon, writes that in six 
months he had three thousand five hun- 
dred and ten out-patients, and one hun- 
dred and seventy-two in-patients. Dr. 
Parker, of China, states that in ten years 
there were received at his dispensary no 
less than sixteen thousand patients. In- 
deed, the cali upon the time and strength 
of the physicians just arrived in mission 
fields is often so great as seriously to in- 
terfere with the time which should be 
devoted to learning the language of the 
people. 

In connection with these hospitals 
there is generally found a chapel, in 
which an ordained missionary, foreign 
or native, daily preaches to and converses 
with those who have been treated medi- 
cally by the physician ; and the solemn 
truths of the gospel uttered under such 
circumstances often fall upon grateful 
hearts as living seed into good ground. 

The London Missionary Society has 
attached greater importance to the send- 
ing out of well qualified missionary phy- 
sicians than any other Society ; and this 
is, in part, the secret of the great success 
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of this Society’s missions, especially in 
China. 

For the fullowing remarks upon the 
urgent call there is for this class of la- 
borers, and the character of those who 
should be sent out, we are indebted to an 
article in a recent number of the “Mis- 
sionary Herald :” 

And while, with reference to Christian 
usefulness, reasons which urge the pious 
physician to look abroad are so many, 
the call for his services in his own land 
is much less urgent than in the case of 
ministers. Just at this time, the fields 
opening for ministerial effort in our 
country are so many and so needy, that 
the reasons which would detain young 
men, entering on this work, in their own 
land, are strong. But the demand for 
physicians at home, present or prospec- 
tive, beyond the supply, can hardly be 
as great. The pious physician is provi- 
dentially so situated, that he seems more 
at liberty to seek the wide and promis- 
ing fields open among the unevangel- 
ized. 

There are now, there are almost con- 
stantly, earnest calls from missions of the 
American Board, and from those of other 
Boards, for the right men as physicians, 
from stations where proper regard to the 
life and health of mission families de- 
mands their presence, and where oppor- 
tunities for usefulness, in all the ways 
which have been hinted at, are most en- 
couraging. Yet the number of such 
men offering their services, or who can 
be found and induced to go, is painfully 
small. The whole number of physicians 
now connected with the twenty missions, 
the one hundred and one stations of the 
American Board, is only nine, five of. 
whom are also ordained preachers. 

But it may be asked, Who should go ? 
What are the qualifications required for 
this service, and who possesses them ? 
Certainly not every professedly pious 
young physician. The same care should 
be used in selecting medical men for this 
work, as in selecting others; and by the 
candidates themselves, the same careful 
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scrutiny of their own qualifications. 
(a) First of all, there is required the 
heart—the grace—truly to consecrate 
one’s self to the service of Christ,—to go 
abroad not for the sake of fame ; not to 
see the world; not to find a field in 
which to gain professional reputation and 
pursue professional business without a 
rival; but to find and occupy the posi- 
tion of highest usefulness as a servant of 
the Lord. (+) Those moral, Christian, 
and social qualities which enable one to 
live harmoniously and codperate happily 
with others are of great importance, that, 
so far as he is concerned, there may be 
no occasion for contentions or alienations, 
no want of mutual sympathy, respect 
and esteem in the mission circle. (c) 
Good common sense, a quality not so 
nearly universal as the term would seem 
to indicate, is one of the essentials. () 
There must be good mental ability and a 
considerable degree of mental culture. 
What is technically called “a liberal ed- 
ucation,” always desirable, may doubt- 
less be dispensed with; but not mental 
discipline, and to some extent, scholarly 
habits. (¢) The call for the qualities 
just specified is specially seen in connec- 
tion with what may be noticed as another 
requisite—a good degree of facility in 
acquiring language. The missionary, 
whether a physician or a preacher, should 
acquire (and the sooner he can do so the 
better) such facility in using the lan- 
guage of the people among whom he la- 
bors as to be well able, not only readily 
to transact ordinary business, but to com- 
municate fruthfully and impressively re- 
ligious instruction. (f) There is re- 
quired such a constitution, and sucha 
* state of bodily health, as may hold out 
reasonable prospect of life and vigor in 
the field to which one goes. 

Possibly inquiries may arise in some 
minds as tu the financial basis upon which 
missionary physicians should go abroad 
and be sustained. In all ordinary cases, 
itis believed, the interest of the great 
cause will be most promoted by their be- 
ing sent and supported upon strictly mis- 
sionary principles, as other missionaries ; 
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receiving a competent salary from the 
society sending them, and devoting their 
professional, as well as other talents, to 
the service of Christ, in the work for 
which they are sent. In most fields, to 
a large extent probably in all, their ser- 
vices to the sick will be gratuitous, and 
whenever it may be judicious to receive 
compensation, what is thus received will 
be passed to the mission treasury. 

These thoughts and suggestions are 
commended to the prayerful considera- 
tion of Christian young men now in, or 
looking forward to, the medical profession. 
The work of missions must progress, for 
the world must be so given to our Re- 
deemer for his inheritance, that in it He 
may see of the travail of his soul and be 
satisfied. And the claims of this work 
upon those who would serve Christ in 
the practice of the healing art, are surely 
urgent. May they be considered by 
them in the full spirit of the inquiry, 
“Lord, what wilt thou have me to do 7 

— Spirit of Missions. 


THE LATE MANUEL MATAMOROS. 

The 31st of July last died Manuel 
Matamoros, in exile, at Lausanne ; and 
with him vanished from this earth one of 
the most powerful and sympathetic Chris- 
tian individualities which has for a long 
time appeared among us. Fas even of 
the religious public really knew what 
Matamoros was. When struck down by 
death at the age of thirty-two, he was al- 
ready to many nothing but a memory. 
They just had some recollection of the 
young Spanish soldier, a convert to the 
gospel about eight years ago, who was re- 
warded by a dungeon for the zeal with 
which he devoted himself to the faith he 
had embraced. All knew thatafter three 
years’ imprisonment he had been con- 
Jemned to eleven years of the galleys ; 
but that, thanks to the deputation from 
Protestant Europe, his sentence, and 
that of his companions in captivity, was 
commuted to exile. Neither were they 


ignorant that, in the confession of his 
faith before the tribunals, he displayed a 
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firmness worthy of the first martyrs of 
the Christian church, and that, when 
called upon to retract, he was ready to 
trace with his own hand the declaration 
of his faith, or, in other words, his con- 
demnation. 

He believed with all his soul in the re- 
ligious future of Spain; he believed in 
it in spite of everything; and he confi- 
dently expected the day when religious 
liberty should dawn on that unhappy 
country. He did more than hope—he 
unceasingly labored for it. Without 
pledging himself or his brethren in the 
faith to advocate any political party, he 
nevertheless sought to inspire eminent 
Spanish journalists with a desire to ad- 
vocate that holy cause. From the land 
of his exile he besieged the Cortes with 
admirable petitions. But he did more 
and better than this; he labored to es- 
tablish in Spain evangelical churches 
which, steadily growing in obscurity, 
may the better flourish when able at 
length to come forth to the light. He 
had consecrated himself for some time 
to this work, when imprudence on the 
part of another led to his arrest in 1860, 
But the seed he had scattered was al- 
ready springing up here and there. In 
one city eighty persons, professing to be- 
lieve in the authority of Holy Scripture 
and justification by faith, assembled to- 
gether, at great risk, to pray and read 
the Bible. 

A year ago the number was three hun- 
dred, and it has been increasing ever 
since. Similar movements have taken 
place in other directions, and are spread- 
ing over the peninsula. The sufferings 
of Matamoros and those who were ar- 
rested about the same time, awakening 
the sympathy of all Europe in favor of 
these modern martyrs, had certainly 
much to do with this astonishing pro- 
gress; but we must not overlook what is 
specially due to Matamoros himself. His 
captivity did not daunt him, but only 
confirmed his confidence in the triumph 
of his cause. From the depths of that 
dungeon where he contracted the affec- 
tion of the chest which brought him to 
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an early grave, he, the victim of persecu- 
tion, who had sacrificed to the truth all 
he possessed and loved on earth, en- 
couraged without ceasing, by his truly 
apostolic letters, those whom he had led 
into the way of life. In his exile he con- 
tinued to bear the burden of the new 
Reformation in Spain. His correspon- 
dence, when one day made public, 
will give some idea of the amazing ac- 
tivity which consumed him, and which, 
exhausting his bodily strength, finished 
the work of the cold stones of his prison 
and of the many sufferings be endured. 
We cannot but think here of the words 
of St. Paul: “Beside those things that 
are without, that which cometh upon me 
daily, the care of all the churches. Who 
is weak and lam not weak? Who is 
offended and I burn not?” 

It was not enough for Matamoros to 
testify, by the indefatigable ardor with 
which he encouraged, even in banish- 
ment, the churches in Spain, the faith 
which he had in their future; he showed 
this faith still more forcibly by founding 
in France and Switzerland, with the as- 
sistance of excellent friends, institutions 
destined to train his young countrymen 
and countrywomen for the work of Span- 
At the time of his 
death there were thirty pupils in these 
establishments. 

Thus he made even his banishment 
tend to the greater good of his native 
land; and, preparing for its evangeliza- 
tion a machinery, the details of which 
anticipate the liberty of conscience there, 
he offered a challenge to the force of cir- 
cumstances which we might call full of 
audacity, were it not rather full of faith. 

One of the best friends of Matamoros, 
whose paternal sympathy was a great 
consolation to him in prison, was the ven- 
erable Dr. Capadose, of the Hague, who 
published three years ago a selection 
from the letters of the prisoner, entitled, 
“The Power of Faith; or, Details of the 
Life and Safferings of Manuel Mata- 
moros.” This was an expressive title ; 
for the moment Matamoros devoted his 
heart and life to the truth of the gospel, 
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those sufferings commenced which con- 
tinued to the end. and of which it now 
remains for us to say a few words. He 
troubled no one with his martyrdom; he 

bore it alone, and apparently lightly 

enough. No one would have imagined, 

while seeing him so unaffectedly cheer- 

ful, or seizing with such sympathy and 

enthusiasm some noble and _ religious 

thought, that he had suffered so much, 

and that there were still in his soul depths 

of anguish and sorrow. We will merely 

touch on the material sufferings endured 

by him in prison to show how little he 

regarded them. For this purpose we 

may give an extract from a letter just 

received from a warm-hearted, spiritual- 

ly-minded Christian, one of the earliest 

and most faithful friends of the prisoner 

of Granada. 

“I visited Granada,” writes Mr. Greene, 
“in the month of March, 1863. I had 
no difficulty in obtaining pertuission to 
enter the prison of the Audiencia, and 
you may imagine I lost no time in mak- 
ing my way to the cell of our dear Man- 
uel. We had never met; but this did 
not prevent our cordially embracing one 
another ; the acquaintance was quickly 
made.....My poor friend was in an 
apartment into which the wind entered 
through a large, unglazed window, strong- 
ly barred with iron. During the course 
of a year, nearly a thousand pounds had 
been sent by various friends to Mata- 
moros, in hopes of mitigating the suffer- 
ings of these prisoners of the Lord and 
their families. I expected, therefore, to 
find a certain degree of comfort in the 
prison; but how was I mistaken! I 
thought of our Christians in London, 
their refined and even luxurious way of 
living. ‘Thank God! the Christianity of 
Matamoros bore a nearer resemblance to 
the type presented to us in the gospels. 
He had taken little pains with his per- 
son ; his clothes were much the worse for 
wear; no sofa, no easy-chair was to be 
seen. Ona very small table was a for- 


midable heap of papers and letters; I 
had never seen such a gloomy place. . .. 
When I asked the persecuted families 
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how their wants were supplied, ‘O, most 
abundantly,’ replied they. ‘You do not 
know Manuel; he gives us everything, 
and keeps nothing for himself.’ ” 

The persecution in itself was a cause 
of intense suffering to Matamoros; not 
on his own account; it never led him for 
a moment to waver. Those who are 
aware of the support he had at his side, 
without speaking of the strength given 
him by God, know this was impossible. 
His mother, a noble woman, whom he 
greatly resembled in appearance and dis- 
position, and who is greatly venerated 
by the churches in Spain, wrote thus in 
1862 to Dr. Capadose : 

“T see him joyfully pursuing the thorny 
path which the enemies of Christ have 
prepared for him; I see him steadfast 
and immovable in the faith; with holy 
joy I behold him aspiring to the crown of 
life; and, forgetting his sufferings, I re- 
joice with him... . Had I seen him weak 
or wavering, O, then his poor mother’s 
heart would indeed have failed, not from 
fear for his liberty, but for his salvation.” 

One day the director of the prison 
found the mother of Matamoros in tears 
by the sick bed of her son. There was 
a report that his enemies had poisoned 
him, and the director came to inquire 
into the matter. “You are weeping,” he 
said to the mother of the prisoner. “Why 
should I not weep, when my beloved son 
is ill and dying?” “If he were not as 
bad a son to you as he is to his mother, 
the Church of Rome, le could easily dry 
up your tears,” replied the director. At 
these words the mother rose hastily, and 
left the prison, saying, “If my son were 
guilty of denying his Saviour, Jesus 
Christ, I should, for my part, deny him 
for my son.” The director, quite aston- 
ished, turning to Matamoros, said, “You 
have a noble mother.” 

As we have already remarked, it was 
the persecution in itself which troubled 
Matamoros. It was the very fact that, 
in his beloved Spain, the Bible was a for- 
bidden book, and that those persecutions 
which three centuries before had brought 
such misery on his country were recom- 
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This wounded him at once in 
his ardent patriotism, and in his fervent 
longing to see that blessing extended 
over Spain which alone could elevate 
her. Who would not admire such feel- 
ings, and sympathize with the noble suf- 
ferings of his saddened heart? Must it 
not also have been hard to be accused 
not only of what he had done witha 
good conscience, but of evil deeds of 
which he was entirely innocent, even in 
thought ?—to see his motives suspected, 
and to find himself compromised in some 
miserable insurrection, because some of 
those concerned in it, paid by his ene- 
mies, raised a cry of “Hurrah for Mata- 
moros !” and to be charged with a seri- 
ous political offence by witnesses basely 
bribed ? It is true, that the man on 
whom his foes relied most in this iniqui- 
tous transaction, overwhelmed with re- 
morse, twice attempted self-destruction, 
and at last produced no other evidence 
than the money which had been given 
him as the price of perjury to ruin the 
defenceless prisoner. 

Matamoros was loved, and deeply too ; 
and if anything could cheat his exile, it 
was those moments of the last years of 
his life, when the sympathy which sur- 
rounded him could almost have made 
him forget it. There was one little cor- 
ner of the earth especially dear to him. 
Let us see what he wrote a year ago to 
some friends, who were among the most 
precious counsellors of his banishment. 
There was a question as to where Mata- 
moros should pass the winter. “As far 
as my poor person is concerned,”’ he says 
in a letter to Pastor B. at Lausanne, “in 
two words, do with me exactly what. you 
please. I shall wait to hear what you 
say, and go wherever you send me. At 
the same time, Lausanne has been to me 
such a place of true and holy comfort 
in my past trials, and has so completely 
satisfied all the desires of my heart, that, 
as in Spain, I would wish Malaga to be 
my grave, out of Spain I would fain die 
at Lausanne.” 

In the month of June, 1866, he wrote 
to Madame B.: “On the day when your 
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poor adopted son leaves this world, assem- 
ble your other Spanish children together, 
and bid them sing a hymn of thanksgiv- 
ing. No tears should be shed over my 
grave, but songs of eternal praise should 
rather be chanted there. That grave 
will be a mere illusion. I shall live in 
the midst of continual joy, peace and 
love, which I sought for in vain on earth. 
I found them indeed in a few noble 
hearts who love me, and whom I love in 
Christ Jesus; but they were ever here 
below watered by the tears of separation 
and suffering.” 

Such was he whom we mourn. He 
has left a sorrowful blank to his friends; 
his loss to the evangelical churches of 
Spain cannot yet be fully estimated. But, 
when men like Matamoros fall, worn 
out by labor and suffering, that which 
they leave behind them is not merely a 
great void; it is a great work, which can- 
not perish ; it is a great example, more 
needed, perhaps, now-a-days than ever ; 
and that which they find in the presence 
of the God whom they have served, is a 
blessed rest, the thought of which comes 
to mitigate the sorrow of those whose 
hearts are troubled at thei: loss. 

—Christian Work. 


THE WORK OF A NATIVE 
SIONARY. 

Two native preachers in the Madras District, 
India, have lately been ordained by the mis- 
sionaries of the London Missionary Society. 
The following article contains the questions ad- 
dressed to him by the ordaining council, with 
the answers in writing, just as they were given 
by the young preacher, who, it will be seen, 
has acquired a very tolerable knowledge of the 
English language: 


MIS- 


Q. What grounds have you for your 
belief that you are a Christian ? 

A. When I look back upon my past 
history, I feel very thankful to God for 
his mercy in bringing me out of heath- 
enism. I was born a heathen, and lived 
with my heathen friends till I was eight- 
een years of age. I received for several 


years a good education in our mission 
school, After long and close attention 
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to the Bible, I was very much struck 
with the truths that are contained in it. 
Then I began to see the difference be- 
tween idols made by men’s hands and 
the only true God, who is the Creator of 
the universe. I found that idols are 
nothing in the world, and that there is 
but one living and true God, who so lov- 
ed the world as to give his only begotten 
Son to die for sinners. I then forsook 
my parents, friends, property, and broke 
my caste for the excellency of the knowl- 
edge of Christ Jesus. I am not sorry 
now for what I then lost; I feel that I 
have found the pearl of great price. 
Christianity not only shows the possibili- 
ty, but the mode, of our restoration, and 
describes the happy condition of the re- 
stored, even in this world, by declaring 
that to be “spiritually-minded is life and 
peace.” The religion which I professed 
before did not give me any solid happi- 
ness and comfort ; but the religion which 
I now profess gives me true comfort and 
happiness, which I cannot adequately 
express by words. It is a glorious thing 
to be a Christian. I feel in my heart 
that I have been brought out of darkness 
into light, and therefore I believe that I 
am a Christian. 

Q. What are the motives which urge 
you to the work of the ministry ? 

A. The motives which urge me to 
the work of the ministry are the follow- 
ing: I believe my chief motive is a de- 
sire to save souls. I voluntarily take 
upon me this honorable oflice ; an office 
which it is right for a man to desire. 
This desire or motive which exists in me 
has no tendency to a worldly kind of hon- 
or; a motive not aiming at an extra al- 
lowance of money. The motive is that, 
by being ordained, I will be more useful 
in the great work of the evangelization 
of India. It will give me more power or 
authority over those who are under my 
charge or control than I have now; or, 
in other words, it will give me a high, 
noble and peculiar position in the church 
of Christ. As a minister, though I may 
not magnify myself, yet 1 may magnify 
my office. Though I esteem myself as 
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less than the least of all saints, and un- 
worthy to be called a servant of God, 
yet I feel that I am an ambassador of 
Christ, intrusted with a message of sal- 
vation, entitled to the respect due to an 
ambassador, and to the honor which is 
appropriate to a messenger of God. To 
unite these two things constitutes the dig- 
nity of the Christian ministry. 

Q. What, in your judgment, are the 
qualifications necessary to form a good 
pastor and missionary ? 

a. The qualifications that are neces- 
sary to form a good pastor and missionary 
are the following: 1st. Ile should have 
good health. 2d. He should have a clear 
and distinct utterance. 3d. He should 
have self-possession. 4th. He should 
possess the ability of acquiring and re- 
tainingknowledge. 5th. He shouldhave 
good sense, and be a man of good private 
character, independency of thought and 
judgment, possessing and illustrating the 
Christian virtues by an upright life. 6th. 
He should be distinguished by profound 
knowledge of his own heart, and of Chris- 
tian experience generally; a man who 
rules his own house well, and who thus 
shows that he is qualified to preside as 
the first officer in the church of God. 
7th. He should possess appropriate sensi- 
bility, marked by a disposition for retire- 
ment and study, characterized by an en- 
larged and experimental acquaintance 
with the Scriptures; should be marked 
by facility in preaching; apt to teach; 
should be distinguished by readiness and 
fervency in prayer, and should be famil- 
iar with the people in general. 8th. He 
should be characterized by unfeigned hu- 
mility and by ardent love to the Saviour, 
and especially marked by habitual com- 
munion with God ; for he must be aman of 
prayer and guided by the Spirit of God, 
without which no qualification will avail. 
9th. He should cherish a continual sense 
of dependence on the Lord Jesus, and an 
earnest desire to be useful. 10th. He 
must be a man of suitable age and expe- 
rience, one who would not be likely to 
fall into the temptations that are laid for 
the young. Lastly, he must have a fair 
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reputation among those who are not 
Christians, as it is intended that the in- 
fluence of his ministry shall reach them, 
and as it is impossible to do them good 
unless he is believed to be a man of in- 
tegrity. 

Q. What do you apprehend are the 
proper duties of the Christian minister 
and missionary ; and what do you con- 
ceive to be the peculiar temptations to 
which he is exposed ? 

A. A minister’s duties, with regard to 
the Christian church which is intrusted 
to his charge, are various in their nature. 
His studies and labors, in kind and in 
amount, should correspond to the state 
of the people, with a view to his being in 
the highest degree useful tothem. The 
relation between a minister and people is 
a relation of reciprocal affection and ob- 
ligation. 

With regard to the heathen. It ap- 
pears to my mind that no duty in tie 
world is so important, so pressing, and so 
imperative as that of making known the 
saving truths of the gospel to those who 
know them not. Christianity is not a 
selfish religion ; it is a religion of love. 
A Christian minister, therefore, cannot 
rest contented with securing his own sal- 
vation only; “plucked out as a brand 
from the fire,” he cannot remain indif- 
ferent to the eternal interests of multi- 
tudes around him of his own country- 
men, who are rushing headlong into the 
gulf of ruin. Sensible of his immutable 
obligations to the Lord, who has pur- 
chased him with his own precious blood, 
he cannot enjoy the “peace of the Spirit” 
without doing all he can to make his 
name “known upon earth.” It has been 
my heart’s desire to do so. When I see 
my countrymen laboring under the yoke 
of brahminism; when I see them follow- 
ing the tyrannical system of caste; when 
I see them worshipping three hundred 
and thirty millions of gods who have vile 
characters attributed to them; when I 
see them depending for salvation on the 
blood of goats and sheep, instead of the 
Messiah ; when I see them left to the do- 
minion and ruin of their sins, I cannot 
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but feel within myself that, as a Chris- 
tian minister, I am in duty bound to 
preach to them that blessed gospel which 
has brought me out from Hindu error, 
and given me the hope of eternal life. I 
must be instant in season and out of sea- 
son, to save them from eternal misery. 

There are, I perceive, some temptations 
that are laid in the way of the minister— 
viz., pride, a desire to study for the sake 
of respectability, ambition, an expecta- 
tion of passing an easier life after becom- 
ing a minister, falling off from the first 
zeal and warm affection to his Saviour 
and his work, becoming worldly in habits 
and feelings, and trying to be a lord over 
the flock of Christ. Another temptation 
in this country is, I think, to become 
ashamed of Christ before the high-caste 
heathen, and saying nothing about Him 
to those who hate both Christ and all 
those who have broken caste. To retain 
something of caste feeling and prejudice 
is also a temptation. 

Q. You having some time past been 
engaged in the work of an evangelist ; 
what has led you to wish to take upon 
you the more responsible duties of an or- 
dained missionary ? 

A. I had been cherishing this thought 
of being ordained as a missionary from 
the time of my conversion. I remember 
full well what I said to Mr. Hall soon af- 
ter my conversion. He asked me (when 
he and I were walking on the top of the 
mission house one evening eleven years 
ago) what work I would like to do in fu- 
ture ; I told him that I would prefer this 
great work of the evangelization of In- 
dia better than any work of a worldly 
kind. As I was a novice in Christianity, 

I had not clear views about it then. — 
Though it was perhaps a mere wish then, 
yet God the Almighty began to open my 
eyes from day to day to behold my way 
clearly. The mere wish became the real 
and substantial desire in course of time. 
Then I felt that I was really called of the 
Lord for his work. With this intention 
I joined the theological class in connec- 
tion with our central institution. My fa- 
ther in Christ, Mr. Hall, trained me for 
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six or seven years, in order that I might 
be fitted for the work of Christ. God, 
through the instrumentality of my fa- 
ther, appointed me as an evangelist, and 
sent me as such to Tripatoor, wherein I 
now labor. I am usefully engaged here 
as an evangelist ; but, by being ordained 
as a missionary, I shall be more useful 
and more active in the work of the Lord 
than Iam now. It will give me a pecu- 
liar position among the people among 
whom I labor. When our Lord was on 
earth, He first of all called the twelve as 
disciples and afterwards apostles. Why 
was this? It was to distinguish them 
from those that were afterwards called 
disciples, and that each one should do his 
respective duties. Just so in our church- 
es there are different orders, such as pas- 
tors or ministers, deacons or elders, and 
church members, &c. The pastoral po- 
sition is the highest in the church of 
Christ. It is his will that there should 
be pastors. I believe ordination will 
make me more useful in edifying Christ’s 
people, as well as in bringing the heathen 
to Him. 

Then in our churches the honor of cel- 
ebrating the Sacrament of the New Tes- 
tament is connected with ordination, and, 
as one of Christ’s ministers, I think I 
ought to obey this command. Though 
the duties of an ordained minister are 
more responsible than those of an evan- 
gelist, which I now hold, I think it wrong 
to shrink from responsibility in Christ’s 
work. Under these circumstances, I 
wish to take upon me, before God and 
men, those responsible duties which an 
ordained missionary should perform. 

Signed, C. PARTHASARATHY. 

—Lond. Miss. Chron. 


THE GREAT SORROW. 

It is a sad thing to be bereaved of our 
children. Those whose hearts are still 
aching under recent loss, perhaps, can 
scarcely realize that there can be greater 
grief than this. Great, indeed, must be 
that sorrow which can outweighit. Yet 

is written that the days are coming 
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(Zech. 12: 10) in which the tribes of Is- 
rael, long rejected and scattered, shall 
“look on Him whom they have pierced, 
and shall mourn for Him as one mourn- 
eth for an only son.” I was lately touch- 
ingly reminded of this in an interview 
with a young man, a Hindu merchant of 
Furukhabad. He had called on me, and 
was taking much notice of my little girl, 
who was playing on the floor. I asked 
him: 

“Have you any little children ?” 

“No,” he sorrowfully replied; “I had 
two, but they are dead, both of them.” 

“That is, indeed, a heavy sorrow, to 
have lost your children.” 

“No; that is not sorrow.” 

“Not sorrow! I do not understand 
you.” 

“I mean there is a greater sorrow than 
that.” 

“A greater sorrow than that! what 
can that be ?” 

“To have an unbelieving heart like 
mine—this is the great sorrow; this is 
worse than to lose children.” 

Ihave often conversed with this young 
man; he is one of many in heathen, as 
in Christian lands, who are not far from 
the kingdom of God. Not far! even so 
near that we have almost hoped they were 
within. That, unlike many here, who 
for worldly motives profess interest in 
the doctrines of the cross, this young 
man has been taught by the Spirit of 
God, we eannot doubt. His tearful anx- 
iety and sadness of soul, at times, be- 
cause he could not find the way, have 
been most affecting. 

Another incident may be referred to. 
I was talking with him of Jesus and his 
salvation, when he began : 

“The other night I had a dream. I 
saw Jesus; around Him were all the 
Christians, standing—a great multitude 
and very joyful. Idid not come near ; 
I stood far off, looking. But Jesus saw 
me, and He called to me: ‘Jagan Nath, 
dost thou believe upon me? Then I 
told Him : ‘Lord, there was a little child ; 
he knew nothing, but his father must 
teach him; he could not even walk 
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alone, but his father must carry him. 
Such, O Lord, am I.” 

The reader will share the missionary’s 
sorrow, when he has to add that, for three 
months past, apparent deadness has suc- 
ceeded this painful anxiety. Has he 
grieved the Spirit away? He is very 
rich ? has he gone away sorrowful be- 
cause of his great possessions? Or, are 
the same questions struggling still in his 
heart,unseen by human eye? Only God 
knows. 

Will not the reader lift up one earnest 
prayer, that Jesus may yet call him to 
Himself, and number him among that 
blessed multitude whom he saw in his 
dream, “standing around Jesus, very joy- 
ful.” He hasasister and a wife. They, 
like him, have for these many months 
past forsaken all idolatry, and—which, 
for a Hindu woman, is a thing of great 
significance—have learned to read, and, 
at least lately, were in the habit of 
reading the Bible in their own tongue. 

The sister, like her brother, in the se- 
clusion of the zenana, untaught by any 
but the Word, was seeking for the salva- 
tion-of her soul. Of her, J. N. charac- 
teristically remarked: “My sister feels 
just as I do; but she is much better than 
I am.” What seeds of joy and glory 
have been sown in that Hindu home! 
Shall they spring up, or shall they perish 
without fruit ? 

Reader, pray that God may “give the 
increase.”’ Christians at the monthly 
concert, pray that God may give the in- 
crease. Then will the husbandman wait 
for the precious fruit of the earth, and 
have long patience for it, until he receive 
“the early and latter rain.”—S. H. Kel- 
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A HOPEFUL VIEW. 

The view which Christ took of the 
work of the world’s evangelization was a 
cheerful and hopeful view. This is im- 
plied in the very figure which He chooses 
to setit forth—plainly and necessarily im- 
plied—if there is any force and signifi- 
cance in the figure at all. To Him, the 
world over which his salvation was to be 
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carried was a harvest field—a field white 
to the harvest. He was, no doubt, gaz- 
ing, as He spoke, over the rich and fer- 
tile plains and valleys of Galilee. The 
luxuriant soil teemed before Him with 
the promise of plenty; the tall, strong 
grain stood thick and heavy, pledging 
seed to the sower and bread to the eat- 
er; and just as Jehovah had done in his 
word by the mouth of Isaiah centuries 
before, so Christ now used this fair and 
joyous scene as the emblem of the growth 
and glory of his kingdom. And as He 
then said to his apostles, so He calls aloud 
to his church to-day, “The harvest is 
great 7’ “Lift up your eyes and look on 
the fields, for they are white already to 
harvest.” The season which furnishes 
the metaphor is the most joyous and 
gladsome of the year. Doubt and uncer- 
tainty are ended; disappointment and 
famine are no longer possible. Even 
though he sowed in tears, the husband- 
man shall now reap in joy ; and the song 
of the reapers, as they gather the golden 
sheaves, welcomes the harvest home. 
And thus it is that the great Sower 
and Husbandman would have his people 
look upon the world, as they labor in it 
for Him ;—not as a dreary desert, a bar- 
ren wilderness, without flower, or fruit, 
or verdure, but as a harvest, rich and 
sure, in which “he that reapeth receiv- 
eth wages, and gathereth fruit unto eter- 
nal life ;” where even he that has “gone 
forth weeping, bearing precious seed, 
shall doubtless come again with rejoic- 
ing, bringing his sheaves with him.” He 
will not have them toil and labor on 
drearily in hard and sullen obedience, 
but expect great things from Him, as well 
as attempt great things for Him, and 
count on full barns and overflowing gar- 
ners, when their work is done. He had 
his joy set before Him, that He “should 
see of the travail of his soul and be satis- 
fied ;” and that joy, that satisfaction, He 
means that they shall share. The means 
and methods are his, and his only, to ap- 
point, and control, and bless; the times and 
the seasons are in his power, and are not 
for us to know ; but the glorious result, 
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where and as He shall choose, He pledges 
to us beyond a peradventure. “There 
shall be a handful of corn in the earth 
upon the top of the mountains; the fruit 
thereof shall shake like Lebanon.” “Ts- 
rael shall blossom and bud, and fill the 
face of the world with fruit.” “As the 
earth bringeth forth her bud, and asa 
garden causeth the things that are sown 
in it to spring forth, so the Lord God 
will cause righteousness and praise to 
spring forth before all the nations.” 
And how vain to attempt to describe or 
imagine what the final ingathering of 
that great harvest shall be! How utter- 
ly does anything we know fail to tell us 
what shall be the golden value of the 
sheaves, and the reapers’ reward and joy ! 

When the great discoverer set forth 
from the shores of Europe, and found 
at last, beyond the unknown sea, the 
green shores of the long-sought land, he 
turned homeward joyously with the news 
that he had found a new world. And 
yet how little he knew then of its size, 
its shape, its surface, its position, its re- 
lations ; how utterly beyond his wildest 
hope were its extent, its richness, its 
beauty! And now that almost four cen- 
turies have passed since that first glance, 
and the foot of adventure and of science 
has explored mountain, river and valley, 
and a teeming population has occupied 
and subdued it to the purposes of man, 
are there not, even now, grand heights 
whose summits human foot has never 
scaled, and broad territories not yet de- 
veloped by busy industry ? 

And so, when the ingenuity of man, 
long bafiled by the inviting but inscruta- 
ble secrets of the heavens, framed at 
length that marvellous aid to human vi- 
sion which seemed at once to pierce the 
veil which hid the starry worlds, did it 
not seem as if their mysteries were all his 
own? And yet, through centuries, as 
he has peered further and further into 
those azure depths, he has but learned 
how little he knew, and how little he 
could know; and deeper and wider 
abysses, still opening as he gazed, and 
cloudy mists in the far heaven, resolving 
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before him into myriads of distinct and 
ponderous worlds, stretching to the dim 
outposts of the universe, have taught, 
and will forever teach, him the narrow 
scope of his own faculties and the bound- 
less and fathomless glory of the works of 
God. 

And in like manner, this gospel of 
Christ, when its richness and beauty, its 
great peace and unfading hope, its treas- 
ures of good will to men and glory to God, 
first meet our opened eyes, seems to 
break like a new and perfect revela- 
tion upon the astonished and delighted 
soul. But as we study and gaze with 
calmer and stronger vision, we marvel 
and tremble at the length and breadth, 
and depth and height, which we cannot 
grasp or understand. The landscape 
lights up, as we look, under the rising 
sun ; the fair fields stretch into the vague 
distance of the far horizon; and “the 
deeps of God” spread out illimitable in 
the heaven above. We study and dis- 
cover and press onward; we solve mys- 
teries, and scale the heights of this science 
of heaven; but though ever learning, we 
are never able to come to the knowledge 
of the truth. In that world where we 
shall know even as we are known, we 
shall comprehend and measure, infinitely 
better than now, what marvels grace has 
wrought in the redemption of man; but 
even there, with sinless energies, and im- 
mortal powers, and the wide sweep of an 
angel’s wing, we shall both enjoy with- 
out exhausting, and explore without 
mastering, ‘the fullness of the blessing of 
the gospel of Christ.”—Rev. W. Irvin in 
For. Miss. 


CAN WE DO MORE? 


Wide and grand was the view Christ 
tuok of the work to be done—such was 
the view He demanded his church should 
take—and commensurate with it, there- 
fore, was the parting charge He gave: 
“Go, make disciples of all nations, for I 
will have them all own me as Master 
and Lord. Go into all the world, for 
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there is not a corner of it in which I do 
not intend my church to be established, 
and my truth to prevail. Visit all its 
cities; for I have much people in them 
all. Preach the gospel to every crea- 
ture—to the whole creation—that my 
kingdom may be set up wherever Satan 
has reigned, and that all flesh may see 
the salvation of God.” 

Now it is undoubtedly true that the 
church has accepted and appropriated 
this broad view of her mission, and made 
it at least the theory to whose require- 
ments her obedience is to be adjusted. 
Seldom has she been so false to her high 
calling as to shrink back, professedly and 
openly, where her Lord leads her on. 
Seldom has the true co-worker with 
Christ ventured so to limit the Holy One 
of Israel as deliberately to except this or 
that class, this or that individual, from 
the reach and scope of the grace of God. 
There are men, even nominally Chris- 
tian, who scoff at the work as a wild 
waste of life and labor and money ; but 
the church, as such, has accepted as her 
bounden duty a simple, literal compli- 
ance with the mandate of her Lord. 
But if we turn from her faith to look for 
those works by which faith is proved 
and perfected, how littlkek—how very lit- 
tle, in all these long centuries, has been 
really done! 

When treason is to be crushed, and a 
nation saved, hundreds of thousands of 
men leave all and go freely and gladly to 
hardships and death; and we pay hun- 
dreds of thousands more to follow them ; 
and thousands of millions of treasure are 
lavished, almost without hesitation or 
murmur; we reck little of life, and noth- 
ing of money; and when the stupendous 
total of blood, and suffering, and tears, 
and debt is summed up, we look calmly 
at it, and say, “Liberty is worth all that 
it costs; nationality, and unity, and jus- 
tice are cheaply won, even when so dearly 
bought.” But when redemption is to be 
offered to a world—when the glad tidings 
are to be preached to every creature— 
we send a man fora million—single scouts 
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instead of full battalions; we send a few 
spies before us, but the Israel of God en- 
ters not in to possess the land she is so 
well able to overcome; we light a few 
glimmering tapers here and there in the 
gross darkness of the world, which can 
no more light it up than stars can tura 
night into day—which twinkle in the 
murky gloom like the straggling lamps of 
a great city at midnight, just making 
darkness visible, while many a dark cor- 
ner, where robbers prow! and murderers 
lie in wait, is still unlit by a single ray ; 
we gather here and there a soul into the 
church, while the nations are marching 
in solid columns and gloomy processions 
to the hopeless grave and the dread 
judgment; and having done so little, 
are we not too apt, to sum up these pet- 
ty fractional results, and recount them 
with satisfaction, as if we had measura- 
bly done, or at least were doing, the 
work the Master had given us to do? 

Would we not have a different air, and 
attitude, and tone, in reference to the 
matter, if we looked at it as Christ look- 
ed at it—if we felt that our duty was un- 
done and guiltily neglected, while there 
was one human ear within our reach in 
which the message from Heaven had not 
been spoken ? Our plain and positive 
duty is simply to tell every son of man of 
the love of God, to bring every sinner 
face to face with the Saviour. Have we 
fairly accepted this asour work ? Have 
we yet even set about it in earnest ? 
The thing is within our power; the means 
and opportunities are in our hands; wide 
and effectual doors stand open, and we 
may enter in. 

Until this is done, surely we and the 
Lord, whose we are, and whom we serve, 
are not at one in this matter. We do 
not see eye to eye; we do not stand side 
by side; we are not co-workers with 
God. When this is done, or at least 
when we have put forth every possible 
effort to do it, then, and only then, will 
our obedience square with Christ’s com- 
mandment ; then, and only then, shall we 
hear no longer his aceusing voice, “Why 
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things that I say?” 
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call ye me Lord, Lord, and do not the 
Until we do this, 


is there not a stinging reproach for us in 
those words of Paul, well thus applied, 
though not in the sense in which he ut- 


tered them,— 
ledge of God; 
shame ?”—For. Miss. 


DONATIONS. 


“Some have not the know- 
I speak this to your 
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Maine. 


Portland, Free st. ch., G. L. 
Churchill, for the Shan Miss., 
care of Rey. M. H. Bixby, 5; 
Monson, a friend 5; D. P. 
Bailey 2; Warren, Ladies’ 
For. Miss. Soc., Mrs. E. A. 
Richardson tr., 12; Fayette, 
ch. 30; Livermore Falls, Geo. 
M. Robinson 5; Jefferson, ch. 
and sec. 6; No. Liveruzure, a 
friend 5; 

New Hampshire. 


Henniker, Mrs. Silas Colby, of 
wh. 1 is for Kar. Bibles,2; Bow, 
ch., Dea. TI. Hammond 100; 
Stratham, J. T. Smith 5; War- 
ner, A. Heald 3; East Wash- 
ington, ch. 10; 

Vermont. 

W. Topsham, A. Sanborn 100; 
Windsor, ch. 63; Townshend, 
ch., Sab. sch., for sup. of a pu- 
pil in Rey. I. D. Colburn’s 
sch., Tavoy, Burmah, 62.39; 


Massachusetts, 


Boston, a widow 5; a friend 2; 

Boston South Asso., Sou'h Bos- 
ton, a widow’s thank-offering 
15; Needham, ch., J. Burnham 
tr., 8.65; 

Boston North Asso., Melrose, 

- ch., Sab. sch. 25; Charlestown, 


Ist ch., a little girl ten years of 


age, on the day of her baptism, 
2; West Cambridge, ch., T. O. 
Hutchinsor tr., 46.69; 

Lowell Asso., Billerica, "ch. 

Franklin Asso., Bernardston, 
ch., J. B. Bardwell tr., of wh. 
50 cts. is fr. a girl, 

Worcester Asso., Fayville, ch., 
mon. con. 

Sturbridge Asso., Three Rivers, 
Rev. Geo. Mixter 5; Miss Nan- 
ey Howard 3; Wales, Elijah 
Shaw 100; 

Westfield Asso., Holyoke, 2d ch., 
Edwin Chase tr., 

Taunton Asso., Taunton, ch., for 
the Bible cause, 

Miller's River Asso., George W. 
Dexter tr., 


70.00 


120.00 


7.00 


23.65 


73.69 
8.31 


13.80 
3.19 


108.00 


50.00 


18.15 
— 405.70 


Rhode Island. 

State Convention, R. B. Chap- 
man tr., Providence, Ist ch., of 
wh. 54. 65 was collected at the 

*Union meeting, tow. expense 
of sending out Rev. J. N. 
Cushing and wife for the Shan 
mission, and 67.43 is fr. mon. 
con., Aug. to Dec., 122.08; Jef- 
ferson st. ch. 14.63; Central 
ch. 104.25; Wickford, Ist ch. 
23; Pawtucket, Ist ch. 28; 


Connecticut. 
Milton, E. Benedict 


New York. 


Churchville, Ann E. Bliss 1; 
Hamilton, for rent of chapel in 
Stockholm, care of Rev. J. A. 
Edgren, 30; Macedon, V. Per- 
ry 4; Mrs. S. Hoffman 1; 
Chestertown, Robert and Ann 
Wood 50 cts.; Fayetteville, ch. 
1; Albany, Henry Fellmann 1; 
Rochester, S. H. ‘Phinney, tow. 
sup. of Moung See Dee, Bur. 

r., care of Rev. M. H. Bixby, 
Toungoo, Burmah, 10; Man- 
chester, per J. H. Dewey and 
M. H. "Dewey, trustees of the 
—— property of the late 
tuth Arnold, 20; Ticonderoga, 
ch., per Rev. F. A. Douglass, 
7.07; Gloversville, a friend 10; 
Arcadia, Sidney Wilder 4; 
Eliza Wilder 4; 

Coll. per Rey. 0. Dodge, Dist. 
Sec., 

Stephentown Asso., A. IH. Tuck- 
er tr., 

WwW ashington Union Asso., Mrs. 
Lucy Harrington 

Hudson River Central Asso., 
Kingston, ch. 94.88; Sing 
Sing, ch. 115; 

Madison Asso., W. TH. Tompkins 

Hudson River South Asso., Har- 
lem, ch., Sab. sch., tow. sup. of 
a nat. pr., 70; Me'rose, ch. 90; 
R. Watrous 10; Pilgrim ch. 
10.25; 

Oneida Asso., Utica, Bleecker st. 


ch. 
Hudson River North Asso., Cats- 
kill, ch. 70; Athens, ch. 30; W. 
H. Gifford 5 5; A. Van De Boe, 
25; 


New Jersey. 


Coll. per Rev. O. Dodge, Dist. 
Sec., 

East New Jersey Asso., Newark, 
5th ch., of wh. 11 is fr. Sab. 


sch., — Middletown, 2d 


ch., bal. 5; 
Ohio. 

Painesville, ch., mon. con., 
3.28 is fr. Sab. sch., to be ex- 
ended for nat. pr. -y care of 
Irs. Ingalls, 25; Norwalk, ch., 
Moses Yale tr., 28; 

Coll. per Rev. G. IL Brigham, 
Dist. See., 

a Asso., Centreville, ch., 
ya 

Zanesville Asso., Blue Rock, ch., 
5.25; Mrs. Laura Sedwick 5; 


of wh. 


9.00 


180.25 


71.90 


30.00 
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291.96 


10.00 


— 724.60 


53.00 


1.25 
10.25 


= 
93.57 
23.00 
7.00 
| 
225.39 
100.00 
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Auglaize Asso., Lima, ch. 
Miami Asso., Lebanon, East ch. 

44.84; Mrs. George R. Sage 

and other ladies, tor sup. of 

Sau Thah A, care of Rev. J. 

M. Haswell, Maulmain, Bur- 

mah, 40; Miss A. A. Ross and 

other ladies, for sup. of Sau 

Shaw-wing, care Rev. C. Hib- 

bard, Maulma‘n, Burmah, 40; 124.84 
Dayton, Rev. G. H. B. 6.45 


— 204.04 


Pennsylvania, 


Philadelphia, Mrs. C. A. L. 30; 
Johnson Tolman 25; F. A. D. 
5; Eaton, Dea. Thomas Mitch- 
ell 4; Martha Harding 2; 
Bethany, Eunice, Lois and 
Annie E. Torry, 59 cts. ea., 1- 
.50; Lemon, Mrs. E. Carver 1; 
Burrell, Peter Snively 3; West 
Chester, Ist ch., Sab. sch., tow. 
purchase of a boat, under care 
of Rev. H. L. Van Meter, Bas- 
sein, Burmah, per James E. 
Jones supt., 50; Frankford, 
Rev. Joseph A. Warne, tow. 
sup. of a nat. pr., under care of 
Rev. E. B. Cross, Toungoo, 


Burmah, 22; 143.50 
Illinois. 

Old Ripley, Peter Long 1.00 
Coll. per Rev. S. M. Osgood, 

Dist. Sec., 
Chicago Asso., Elgin, ch., of wh. 

5 is tr. Miss Jane Smith, 66.31 
Dixon Asso., Sterling, ch. 32.55; 

York, ch. 30; 62.55 
Edwardsville Asso., Bunker Hill, 

a friend 5; Alton, Ist ch., Sab. 

sch., for Rargoon Theo. Sem., 

13.40; 8.40 
Fox River Asso., Joliet, ch. 30- 

85; Kankakee, ch. 38; 68.85 
Galesburg Asso., Oneida, ch. 13- 

55: Monmouth, Miss Carrie 

Smith 1; 14.55 
Illinois River Asso., Canton, ch. 

15.75; Peoria, Adams’ st. ch. 

3.25; 9.00 
Mc Lean Asso., Bloomington, ch., 

Luther Bishop 5.00 
Quincy Asso., Quincey, Vermont 

st. ch., E. Gove 250.00 
Salem Asso., Oquawka, ch. 15.00 
Rock River Asso., Rockton, ch. 4.38 
South Dist:ict Asso., Troy, a few 

friends, for Rangoon Theo. 

Sem., 10.00 
Springtield Asso., Waverly ch., 

Miss M. E. Morehouse 1.00 
Elkhart, ch., Rev. R. Z. Willlams, 5.00 

541.04 
Indiana. 

New Albany, Virginia A lgood, 

for Bassein mission, Burmah, 

5; New Philadelphia, Wm. 

McCoy 75 cts. ; 5.75 
Coll. per Rev. G. H. Brigham, 

Dist. Sec., 
Northern Indiana Asso., Sump- 

tions Prairie, ch. 8.00 

— 13.75 


Towa. 


Strawberry Point, Sab. sch., tow. 
the education of children in 
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the sch. at Nellore, India, care 

Rey. J. E. Clough, 

Coll. per Rev. S. M. Osgood, 
Dist. Sec., 

Burlington Asso., Burlington, 
ch., Rev. G. J. Johnson 

Cedar Valley Asso., Osage, ch., 
Rey. A. Bush 

Davenport Asso., Lyons, ch. 


Michigan. 
Coll. per Rev. S. M. Osgood, 
Dist. Sec., 
a ay River Asso., Oakfield, 1st 


ch. 

Jackson Asso., Napoleon, ch, 
Sab. sch., tow. sup. of a Bible 
reader, under care of Mrs. M. 
J. Knowlton, Ningpo, China, 

Kalamazoo Asso., Kalamazoo, 
Ist ch., of wh. 30 is fr. Sab. 


sch., 1 


Wayne Asso., Highland, ch. 


Wisconsin. 


Fond du Lac, D. D. Jones, to be 
expended in Mrs. Jenkins’ 
sch., Ningpo, China, 

Coll. per Rev. S. M. Osgood, 
Dist. Sec., 

Dodge Asso., Beaver Dam, ch. 

Janesville Asso., Beloit, ch. 6- 
-65; Monticello Prairie, ch. 28- 

La Fayette Asso., Tafton, ch. 6- 
40; Darlington, ch. 6.50; 

Lake Shore Asso., Pewaukee, ch. 
30; Waukesha, ch. 46.09; 

St. ane Valley Asso., Prescott, 
ch. 


Minnesota, 


Coll. per Rev. S. M. Osgood, 
Dist. Sec., 
Southern Minnesota Asso., P. C. 
Sheffield 
Canada West. 


Port Hope, William Craig 
French Mission, 
La Fére, ch. 81.22; Cuise, ch. 55- 
-75; Paris, ch. 31.98; 
German Mission. 
Coll. fr. German churches, per 
Rev. J. G. Oncken, 
Burmah. 
Rangoon, Rev. D. L. Brayton 


Legacies. 
Concord, N. H., Dr. Isaac Colby, 


James Morgan, Exr., in part, 2000.00 


Fayetteville, N. Y., Horace Chap- 
man, D. H. Decker, Exr., per 
H. Edwards, 

Franktord, Pa., Mrs. Hannah 
Spratt, per Rev. Joseph A. 
Warne, Exr., 


7.25 
10.00 
5.00 
5.00 
—— 27.25 
43.00 
12.00 
09.22 
45.00 
—— 209.22 
40.00 
47.60 
85.15 
12.90 
76.09 
15.00 
—— 226.74 
10.00 
20.65 
168.95 
167.79 
120.00 
$3747.53 
10.00 
51 
——2103.51 


$5,851.04 
— from April 1 to Dec. 31, 1866, $62,898- 


